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Thank you to Beth Lecorchick for the donation of  three 
beautiful trees that were planted during July at Christ     
Lutheran. The planting of these large trees was made        
possible by the generous donation of time and energy 
from Mark Packer, Tom Ballintine, Jim Clark, Loren 
Easterday, Beth & Daniel Lecorchick, and Ryan Smarsh. 
Thank you to Chuck Heindrichs for watering the trees on 
a regular basis.  

 

Back row, left to right: Megan Mohney, Allison Long, Ned Long, 
Cathy Mohney, Erin Mohney, Logan DeLong, Evan Paine 

 

Front row, left to right: Claire Mohney, Megan Ramella,  
Riley Jantz, Mike Reiner 

 

Photographer: Anne Paine 
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FROM THE PASTOR… 
 

Sometimes it seems as if every free moment of 
my summer is spent weeding.  Wherever I 
walk in my yard my gaze can fall upon a weed 
– a weed ready to go to seed and make more 
weeds.  So I stop and pull it out.  And then    
another nearby.  And one growing under a 
shrub.  I know that it will make a difference 
whether I pull them out or let them go but no 
matter how hard I work there seems to be no 
end to the weeds. 
 

When I was young I thought my life in Christ 
was mostly about weeding – rooting out     
whatever I did or said or thought that was not a 
planting of God.  An unkind word, a lustful 
glance, cheating on a test, lying to protect    
myself, pretending to care when I did not – all 
weeds that needed to be pulled out.  When I 
was young I thought that if I did enough     
weeding God would be pleased with the garden 
of my life. 
 

But the more weeding I did the more weeding 
there was to do. 
 

Once Jesus told this parable: “When an   un-
clean spirit has gone out of a person, it wanders 
through waterless regions looking for a resting 
place, but not finding any it says, ‘I will return 
to my house from which I came.’  When it 
comes, it finds it swept and put in order.  Then 
it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil 
than itself, and they enter and live there; and 
the last state of that person is worse than the 
first.”                 Luke 11:24-26 
 

I have noticed with the weeding in my yard 
that when I fill up an area with thriving plants 
the weeds do not do so well.  But when an area 
is empty the weeds appear. 
 

I think Jesus was telling us that pulling the 
weeds of our lives is not enough.  Filling the 
garden of our lives with love and service is 
what he wants us to be doing.  Then we are not 

simply removing weeds but are growing    
something of beauty. 
 

When we get to the kingdom of God I doubt 
that God will be expressing delight about the 
weeds we have rooted out.  But the fruit that 
has come through the plantings of love will be 
a delicious treat for God and for all of God’s 
people. 
 

Peace be with you. 
Pastor Schlessman 
 
 
 

The Constitution 
 

The Constitution Committee has quietly been 
working for more than a year to review our 
1993 Constitution to determine what changes 
may be required based on the current ELCA 
Model Constitution for Congregations and/or 
needed by our congregation. A draft revised 
Constitution has been developed and will be 
presented at a series of Town Hall meetings to 
be held at the church. Copies of the            
Constitution and a presentation diagram will be 
available in the church office. 
 

The Town Hall meetings are scheduled for 
Sunday,  August 2nd at 7:00 PM, Wednesday, 
August 12th at 10:00 AM, Thursday, September 
10th at 7:00 PM and Sunday, September 20th at 
12:00 PM after the church service. 
 

Accepting a new Constitution is a lengthy 
process and will involve a planned Special 
Congregational meeting on October 18th at 9:00 
AM and an acceptance agenda item during the 
Fall Congregational meeting on November 22nd 
at 9:00 AM. Depending on the outcome of 
those meetings, the draft Constitution would be 
sent to the Northeast Ohio Synod for approval. 
 
The Constitution Committee hopes that all 
members and interested persons will attend one 
of the four Town Hall meetings in our effort to 
insure that all voices are heard. 
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Rally Day will begin with a Praise 
Band worship at 9:00 a.m. Activities 
following worship include:  
 

� Social Agencies Fair in the gathering 
    area. Meet the agencies that Christ  
    Lutheran supports through its  
    benevolences and find out more  
    about their programs 
 

� Register for Sunday School for 2009 
    -2010 
 

� View and order a new Spark Bible; 
    two new Bibles are available: an 
    illustrated Children’s Bible for  
    children through Grade 2 and a  
    NRSV study Bible for older children  
    and adults 
 

� Games for all ages 
 

� Food:  Dan Rockas is the chef! 
    Hamburgers, kielbasa, chips, drinks,  
    and ice cream are on the menu.  A  
    free will offering will be collected. 
 

� Bouncy House 
 

� Crafts 
 

� Our church nurses will be available 
to take blood pressure�

�

��������	��
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The preschool is still accepting new students 
for the fall. Our One Star Step Up to Quality 
rated preschool offers classes for children 
from three to five years of age and each 
class is staffed with a teacher and an         
assistant. We incorporate prayer, Jesus’ love 
for us and the well known stories from the   
Bible including Creation, Noah’s Ark, and 
the birth of Jesus into our Kindergarten 
readiness curriculum.  
 

Please contact Teri Pienoski, Preschool    
Administrator, at 440-933-6714 for a tour 
and more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 Theatre Benefit 
 

You are invited to the Lutheran Chaplaincy 
Service 27th Annual Theatre Benefit 2009 
“G. I. Jukebox” at 2:00 p.m., Sunday,      
August 16 at Huntington Playhouse, 28601 
Lake Road, Bay Village. There will also be 
an old fashion ice cream social immediately       
following the performance.  Tickets are $20 
per adult and $15 per child (age 18 years 
and under). For tickets call 216-737-0800 
ext. 202. 

Sunday, August 30 
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The annual church rummage sale 

is planned for September.  
 

* Set-up September 9th - 9 am  - 8 pm.  
 
* Sale is September 10th -  9 am - 3 pm 
   & September 11th  -  9 am until noon  
 

Help will be needed on all days 
 

Donations may be brought in and  
dropped off in the social hall on  

Wednesday, September 9 
 

Any questions call  
Quello Columbaro 933-2131 

 

Meeting Scheduled  
for 

Confirmation Students 
Parents & Mentors 

 
Wednesday, August 26 

6:00 P.M. 
In the Social Hall 
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Mike and Kathy Muir 
2248 Garden Drive 
Avon, OH  44011 

�

Kathy Ray 
145 Woodstock Avenue 
Avon Lake, OH  44012 

 

Tom and Teresa Reiner 
206 James Circle 

Avon Lake, OH  44012 

           
 Do you want to  

borrow tables and  
chairs for an event?  
Contact the church 

office 933-6263 
 ext. 21 to reserve!  
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Martha Circle is collecting layette items 
to benefit Lutheran World Relief.  This 
collection will continues thru the end of 
August. To make (1) layette package we 
need: 
 

2 lightweight cotton shirts or onesies 
2 receiving blankets 

2 sleepers (up to 24 mths) 
4 cloth diapers/2 diaper pins 

2 wash cloths/bar of gentle soap 
1 sweater or sweatshirt 

*** (item just added to list)*** 
 
 

Look for the layette collection box in the 
gathering area. 

 
Thank you in advance for your 

support! 
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Summary of   
Council Minutes 

July 9, 2009 
 
 

Attendance:  
Mike Muir, Pastor Schlessman, Dan Rockas, Tom 
Reiner, Roberta Ekleberry, Cathy Mohney, Russ 
Roth, Chuck Heindrichs and Kris Simecek  
 
The meeting was called to order by Tom R. at 7:40 
p.m. after an opening prayer by Pastor Schlessman.  
Motion made by Pastor Schlessman and seconded 
by Dan to approve the Minutes from the June 
Council meeting.  Motion passed. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Chuck Heindrichs 
Chuck distributed copies of his monthly          
Treasurer’s Report as well as a “Budget vs.         
Actual” budget report for the period of January-  
June 2009.  He reported that at this time of year, 
we have received approximately 50% of our annual 
benevolence goal.  He said that indications are that 
we will be able to meet our monthly building fund 
goal. General fund contributions for the month of 
June were down (avg. needed is $20,456, but our 
June contributions were $17,467).  Through June, 
we are now $7,000 behind in our budget; if this 
trend continues, we will be approximately $12,000-
$15,000 behind budget at year-end.  Preliminary 
budget paperwork for the 2010 year was              
distributed; these are due back to Chuck by       
September 1.  Motion made by Mike and seconded 
by Cathy to approve the Treasurer’s Report.       
Motion passed. 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Schlessman 
Motion made by Pastor Schlessman and seconded 
by Roberta to combine the two Sunday church    
services into one Sunday church service to be held 
at 10:30 a.m. during Pastor’s upcoming Sabbatical.  
Motion passed. 
 

 
President’s Report – Tom Reiner 
Tom reported that Julie Skaggs has ordered the 
necessary furniture for her daycare business.  Once 
the furniture is in place and her rooms are set up, 
Julie can apply for state licensure. A list of        
suggested Terms and Conditions for Julie’s       
daycare business was distributed by Tom.  Chuck 
reported that he checked with our insurance     
company, and Julie just needs to name the church 
on her insurance policy for us to be protected.  
 
Motion made by Russ and seconded by Cathy to 
propose this list of Terms and Conditions to Julie 
for her to rent space to conduct her daycare       
business in our church.  Motion passed  
 
Tom will soon be meeting with the Nominating 
Committee to prepare for elections coming this 
spring.  The positions to be voted on next spring 
will be:  President (Tom Reiner), Treasurer (Chuck 
Heindrichs), Evangelism (Roberta Ekleberry),   
Outreach Ministry (Cathy Mohney), Christian   
Education (Dan Rockas), Worship & Music (Ryan 
Smarsh).   
 
Finance – Rob Johnson (no report) 
 
 
Property – Tom Ballintine (reported by Tom) 
The donated trees have been planted. Brad Erdman 
has agreed to repair the sandstone of the church 
(just west of the old entry door) 
 
 
Worship & Music – Ryan Smarsh 
The committee to select our Nursery Room         
attendant has suggested Beth Kral be hired for this 
position to begin July 12, 2009. Motion made by 
Cathy and seconded by Mike to approve Beth Kral 
as the Nursery Room Attendant effective 7/12/09 
and to compensate her at a rate of $25 for a        
one-service Sunday (not including Sunday School), 
and $36 for Sunday School and the 10:30 church 
service.   Motion passed. 
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Stewardship – Mike Muir 
Tickets are being printed for the upcoming Pig 
Roast, “Hogs, Pigs & Pies”, being held on          
Saturday, September 12 from 4:00-7:00 p.m.    
Tickets will be $20/adult; $14/child.  A DJ will be 
hired for entertainment.  Cathy and Roberta will 
ask for volunteers to bake pies (dessert).  The   
Family Promise golf outing will be held July 26 
(register before July 15). 
 
  
Evangelism – Roberta Ekleberry 
Twelve letters have been mailed to people who 
have not attended church for a few years.  Two 
families have asked to be removed from the church 
roster.  Motion made by Roberta and seconded by 
Mike to remove the following families from the 
church roster at their request (all proper contacts 
were made to determine their wishes): 
 

�� Julie Willett and daughters, Shannon     
Francis and Emily Francis 

�� Keith Dils and Amy Lodge & family 
 
Motion passed. 
 
 
Christian Education – Dan Rockas 
New curriculum materials have been ordered from 
Augsburg Fortress – Spark.  Spark bibles have 
been ordered for the different grade levels; these 
will also be available for purchase by the           
congregation members.  Sunday School teachers 
have been found for all grade levels except Grade 1 
& 2 and Third Grade Bible.  Tammy Johnson and 
Cheryl Higley ran a successful Vacation Bible 
School – 118 children attended (33 were members) 
and 57 volunteers helped (33 were members).  A 
fee of $5/child was charged.  Income from VBS 
was $2,255.23 (including $795 from the Silent 
Auction and Indians tickets raffle).  Expenses were 
$2,347.60.  This left $92.37 that was spent from 
the church budget for VBS this year.  Rally Day is 
set for August 30.  Games will be provided by    
Sunday School teachers and food will be served.  
Table displays will be set up by Church Council         
committees and social agencies. 

 

Outreach Ministry – Cathy Mohney 
Cathy will be having a meeting soon with her   
committee to discuss next year’s budget.  A letter 
will be sent (and a follow-up telephone call will be 
made) to all social agencies regarding Rally Day. 
 

Fellowship – Bob Olds  
Camping will be held this coming weekend.  The 
church picnic will be held July 26, with line    
dancing at the picnic. 
 
Old Business  
Chuck reported that the Constitution Committee 
has developed a timeline for adoption of our new 
Church Constitution.  Town Hall meetings will be 
held on August 2, August 12, September 10 and 
September 20.  Each Town Hall meeting will have 
an overview/highlight presentation followed by a 
question/answer period.  Drafts of the proposed 
Constitution will be distributed at these meetings 
(Tom will also set up a special Internet link so 
members can view the proposed draft online.).  A 
Special Congregation Meeting will be held on   
Sunday, October 18 to formally present the      
Constitution draft to the congregation with       
adoption voting to be held at the Congregational 
meeting on Sunday, November 22.  After this 
meeting, the draft of our Constitution will be sent 
to Synod; they have 180 days to suggest any      
necessary changes.  It is hoped that we will be    
operating under our new Constitution by May 
2010. 
 
Russ reported that the Memorial Committee is still 
looking for gift ideas for the church.  All ideas 
need to be submitted to Russ, Doris Gaertner, 
Celeste Baker or Glenn Vasiloff.  
 
Chuck will be following up with Fifth Third bank 
regarding the order of a check card to be used by 
church personnel to purchase office supplies. 
 
After saying the Lord’s Prayer, meeting adjourned 
at 9:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kris Simecek 
Secretary 
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Christ  Evangel ical  Lutheran Church 

Phone: (440) 933-6263 
Fax: (440) 933-4549 
Email: celc@centurytel.ne�
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We’re on the web! 
www.celcal.org 
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                              MISSION TRIP   
UPCOMING  PRESENTATION  

AUGUST 15 & 16  
                                                   
 

A presentation will be given during worship by the Christ Lutheran high school 
youth who participated in a recent mission trip called the Appalachian Service    
Project. This project, ASP, is a Christian ministry involving home repair, housing 
rehabilitation and new home building. The students will share the activities they 
participated in and what they learned from this trip in relationship to their faith. We 
hope you enjoy our presentation! 

32747 Lake Road 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Lynn R. Schlessman, Pastor 
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director 
Kathy Greene, Secretary 


