
���������	
�
�

����������	��


���
�
	��

���������	
��
���
�

����
��
������
������
���

����
��
�����	�
����


���
���������
���





���������
��
���
����

������
��
�����
�����
���


�����	�
���������	�

�������	
���
������	�


���������� 	
����

��

����	
�����
��
�
������

�

��

��������
���
��
������������������������
��

���������������

�
����
����������������

�

 �

��!�
�����
��������������
�������"�#�����
������
$�
���%�������%%�
�
�
�
������&�#
��'������
$�
"�������!�
�������()���
�
"��������*�&�#
�����
�
������������
+�,�
�
)�����
�

�

-+.�

��������������
�
"���)�������/%�����
�

��

�����
�%�&�#
��
0�

��%�1

�
����
�
�������
�

�

2+3�
�
�
�

"����
4�
�
��
4�
�
��

� �

� �

��������	������
���

������������	�
� 	 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � 	 � 
 � � � � 	 
 
 � 	 �

 
 
 

 

 
�
�
�
�
�
�

Remember, that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  
When these words are spoken the sign of the cross is made on 
a forehead with ashes.  Repentance, turning away from sin, 
and turning to Christ begin the 40 days of Lent. 
 

On Ash Wednesday, services including the imposition of 
ashes and Holy Communion will be held at noon and at          
7:00 p.m. 
 
During Lent you are invited to our Soup and Sandwich      
Suppers Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. in the Social Hall beginning 
February 17.  
 
Beginning on Wednesday, February 24, plays written by     
Pastor Schlessman will be performed.  These five plays each 
depict a Bible Study on a passage from the Gospel according 
to Mark.  The liturgy for the Lenten services will be Holden 
Evening Prayer by Marty Haugen. 

 

 
Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

 slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.” 

�� If you would like to receive a special Lenten devotional 
book, please sign up on the Hallway bulletin board by     
February 1. 
 

    � The Sunday School children will be receiving either a 
Welcome Lent activity calendar or a Lent at Home activity 
booklet to help them connect  their faith to home and school. 

Worship Service on Sundays at 8:00 A.M. will be discontinued effective February 7, 2010. 
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FROM THE PASTOR…….. 
 

An annual checkup. 
 

Maybe once a year you get your height, weight, 
blood pressure, cholesterol, blood sugar,        
triglycerides, etc. checked.  Your physician asks 
some questions about sleep patterns and exercise 
and diet and suggestions are made about how to 
improve your health. An annual physical, a 
checkup. 
 

What if you had a spiritual checkup?  A faith 
checkup?  What might be included? Prayer,      
worship, giving, serving, scripture study, time for 
meditation, fellowship?  Here are some   questions 
with which you might begin: 
 

Prayer – Do you have a time for prayer?  A place?  
Are praise, confession, thanksgiving, and asking 
for yourself and others part of your    praying? 
 

Worship – Do you worship regularly?  Do you  
expect God to speak to you in the hymns, the 
scripture reading, the sermon, the sacrament, the 
choir anthem? Do you expect to be changed by 
worship - strengthened, challenged, comforted? 
 

Does your giving show how thankful you are to 
God?  Do you have joy in giving?  Do you give in 
proportion to how God is blessing you? Giving – 
Do you share sacrificially (Does your giving to the 
church and to the benevolences you support mean 
that you will not have as much for yourself)?   
 

Serving – Do you give of your time in serving in 
the church and in the community?  Does your 
serving lead you to encounter people you would 
otherwise never know?  Are you intending to grow 
in your serving – from time to time    changing the 
ways and the places you serve?  Do you serve in 
gratitude for Jesus giving his life to serve you? 
 

Scripture study – Do you gather with other      
Christians to read and discuss the scriptures? Do 
you expect to grow in your understanding of God 
and your understanding of yourself through this 
study?  Are you revealing yourself to others as you 
share about your faith in Christ and your struggles 
and joys in faith? 
 
 

Time for meditation – Is there a time of quiet in 
your week or day, time that the Holy Spirit can use 
to speak to you? 
 

Fellowship – Do you take time to laugh, play, work, 
dance, eat and share with other members of the body 
of Christ? 
 

As you read through these questions, choose one 
area to make some improvements between now and 
Easter.  Write down what you plan to do. Chart your 
progress.  At Easter review what you did and what 
blessing have come as a result. 
 

Let me know if this article triggered any ideas or 
changes for you. 
 

Peace be with you.                       Pastor Schlessman 
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COUNTERS  -  there is a dedicated group of          
volunteers who spend sometime each Sunday after the 
service carefully opening contribution envelopes,     
recording loose plate checks and insuring that every 
contribution is accounted for. Because of this group, 
all manner of donations, memorials and special        
offerings are recorded, posted to individual                  
contribution records or sent to designated organization 
by the church office. 
 

The posting of contributions by the church secretary is 
done with a computerized system that uses the           
envelope number so writing your name on the          
envelope is optional.  
 

Many members write a single check for the month and 
want it to be split across the Operating Budget,       
Benevolence, Building Fund and Mission Partner and 
include the various envelopes. We sometimes           
experience a problem when the envelopes become    
unattached from the one with the single check or cash. 
On occasion, hand written notes on the main envelope 
are not clear as to the member’s intent. The best       
solution is to fold and place any desired envelopes in 
the main envelope with the donation and write the 
amount on each folded envelope. If you contribute 
monthly to the Operating Budget or general fund, 
there is no need to add all the other white envelopes as 
the record is posted with one amount for that Sunday. 
 

From our counters – thank you. 
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A big “THANK YOU” to all of 
the Women’s circles and            
individuals who helped purchase 
two new permanent Christmas 
trees that stood behind the altar 
during the Advent season. The 

decorating committee greatly appreciates your 
support, the trees were pre-lit making it very 
easy to assemble and decorate.  This next year 
we hope to continue to redesign some of the   
remaining decoration in the church by holding a 
few bake sales to defray the cost.  We are very 
thankful to be a part of  a church that has very 
supportive members. May God bless you all.  

  
 

 
At Christmas, the Family Promise program 
looks at existing and recent family participants 
and asks the 13 churches in the network if they 
would like to help one of those families have a 
special Christmas. The Family Promise           
coordinators at Christ Lutheran Church indicated 
that we would help such a family. Lisa  Welch-
Hill is a wonderful mom who has three great 
kids who stayed with us at Christ Lutheran for a 
week in early December. Her daughter Kira is 
12 years old and works hard at school to get the 
best grades she can. Next in line is Aniaya who 
is 9 and is a very talented young lady who     
studies hard. Not last but least is a very active 
young man, Je-Lan, a 7 year old, who is truly all 
boy and wants to be a basketball player. 
 
The congregation responded in mid-December 
to an appeal for this marvelous family by      
contributing $334 for their Christmas. A      
member of Christ Lutheran took Lisa on a    
shopping trip that involved getting her kids 
clothing, a few games and toys and other needed 
presents to make this Christmas one that they 
will remember. From the Family Promise       
program coordinators at our church, Mike Muir 
and Chuck Heindrichs, thank you for making 
2009 a great year for us, our five weeks of    
hosting families in need and our caring for a 
family at a special time. 

 
 

Lisa  
Welch-Hill 

& 
Kira 

Aniaya 
Je-Lan 
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First Communion classes for fourth graders and 
their parents will begin Sunday, Feb. 21 at 9:15 
in the Social Hall. Classes will be held for six 
Sundays, ending on Palm Sunday, March 28.  
The curriculum Fed and Forgiven will be used 
for the class. Dan Rockas and Karri Stratton are 
the teachers for this year’s class.  
 

The First Communion Retreat will be Friday, 
March 26, 5-9 p.m. 
 

The students will receive communion for the 
first time on Palm Sunday at the 10:30 a.m.   
worship.    
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 Soup  
and  

Sandwich Suppers 
 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 
Social Hall 

 

   February 17  -    Martha Circle 
 

   February 24  -    Church Council 

 

 
 
 

 

Christ Lutheran Book Club 
 

For February we have chosen the book         
What Would Google Do? by Jarvis. For more 
info please call Barb Rehker-Lee 933-7101 
or Doris Gaertner 933-2337. We meet the last 
Sunday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at 29   
Community Drive.  
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The “Foodies” are a group of people who 
like to cook and exchange recipes.  February 
7 we will be learning how to make ravioli, 
and then we’ll be having an “Italian Feast” 
potluck. 
 
If you’re interested in joining us call Elsie 
Kral at 949-8418 by February 3.               
Reservations are a MUST so we can make 
enough ravioli. 

To members and friends of 
Christ Lutheran thank you for 
your generous support of the 

Giving Tree this Christmas season.  Many 
items as well as gift cards were collected 
for Genesis House, a shelter for women 
and children of  domestic violence.  
            Deborah Circle 

Christ Lutheran      
Preschool is now a       

2 Star School!!! 
 

 Step Up To Quality is the State of 
Ohio’s voluntary, three star rating      

system created to help parents identify 
early care and education programs that 
go beyond the minimum standards of 

licensing.  Programs can earn, one, two 
or three stars.   

 

Congratulations!  
 Teri Pienoski-Administrator  

& 
Christ Lutheran Preschool Staff 
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PLEASE NOTE: 

 
Articles for church bulletin due to 

church office by Wednesday                 
by 9:00 a.m. 

 
Articles for monthly newsletter due to 
church office by close of business on 
the 15th of each month. This includes 

all  information with regards to worship         
assistants and events for calendar.  

 
Need to borrow tables and chairs?   
Contact church office to make a         
reservation at 933-6263 ext. 21 

 
Need to reserve a special event at the 
church?  Building rental forms are        

available in the church office, on the      
hallway bulletin board, and on-line.       

Payment is due with                                  
rental form request. 
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Email Address Change: 
 

Joseph Guthman 
Joseph.Guthman@gmail.com 
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Summary of   
Council Minutes 
January 7, 2010 

 

Attendance:  Cathy Mohney, Pastor Schlessman, 
 Tom Reiner, Mike Muir, Dan Rockas, Russ Roth, 
 Roberta Ekleberry, Chuck Heindrichs, Tom 
 Ballintine and Kris Simecek 
 

The meeting was called to order by Tom R. at    
7:05 p.m.  Pastor Schlessman read a devotion from 
the book of John, followed by an opening prayer.  
Motion made by Cathy Mohney and seconded by 
Roberta Ekleberry to approve the Minutes from the 
December 3 Council meeting.  Motion passed. 
 

Treasurer’s Report –  Chuck Heindrichs 
Chuck reported that the 2009 Budget Report given 
tonight is not a final year-end report; the final    
report will be available next month.  Therefore the 
following are preliminary amounts: Member     
contributions for 2009 is listed as $227,062 
($249,365 was the established budget for 2009).  
We did, however, receive additional income in the 
amount of $11,000 (Miscellaneous income from 
Good Kids Day Care, unused Sabbatical money 
and Christian Education, Professional expense, 
continuing education and utility amounts not 
spent). For the year income exceeded spending by 
$2806. Our Mission Partner (Spirit of Joy Church) 
received $7,128 (83.9% of the goal of $8,500), and 
our General Benevolences amounted to $26,883 
(78.4% of the goal of $34,300).  The Endowment 
Fund received $978; however the minimum ELCA 
deposit amount is $2,000.  Therefore, this money 
will remain in our church account (it cannot be   
deposited until we receive $2,000 in the             
Endowment Fund). Chuck announced he will write 
a year-end Treasurer’s summary for the             
congregation to read in the newsletter.  Chuck also 
announced he assisted the family which the        
congregation adopted at Christmastime through 
Family Promise. The congregation members       
donated $334 for this cause, and Chuck helped 
them with their Christmas shopping trip.  He will 
write an article for the newsletter concerning this 
outing.  Motion made by Dan and seconded by 
Tom B. to approve the preliminary Treasurer’s    
Report.  Motion passed. 

Pastor’s Report   -  Pastor Schlessman 
Pastor Schlessman will be attending continuing    
education on February 8 and 9 at Trinity Seminary. 
 

President’s Report – Tom Reiner 
Julie Skaggs’ childcare business continues to run 
smoothly.  She will be moving into her 4th Sunday 
School room as of February 1 (she has ordered      
additional furniture and decorations for the room).  
Julie would like a sink installed in this classroom 
(Julie will pay for this expense).  Motion made by 
Chuck and seconded by Tom B. to install a sink and 
cabinet in the “C” Sunday school room.  Motion 
passed. 
 

Finance – Rob Johnson (no report) 
 

Worship & Music – Ryan Smarsh  
Tom reported for Ryan in his absence.  Ryan asked 
the church Council to host a Soup & Sandwich    
dinner during Lent; Wednesday, February 24 was 
chosen.  Donations collected that night will be given 
to the Mission Trip. 
 

Stewardship – Mike Muir (no report) 
 

Evangelism – Roberta Ekleberry(no report) 
 

Property – Tom Ballintine  
Tom will be looking for volunteers to remove snow 
from the church entrance areas on worship days.  
 

Christian Education – Dan Rockas  
New curriculum for the First Communion class has 
been ordered from Augsburg Press entitled “Fed & 
Forgiven”. The teacher kit (which can be used every 
year) cost $80, and 10 workbooks (need to be       
repurchased every year) were ordered at $4.99 each.  
Camp Night will be held on January 23 – the motto 
is “Meatball Mania” and “Mmm Good Desserts”.  A 
free will offering will be requested; donations will 
be given to Lutheran Outdoor Ministries.  Vacation 
Bible School dates will be decided soon; it will     
either be the week of June 7-11 or June 14-18.  VBS 
supplies for 2010 were already ordered in 2009 
(saving us 15%).  Family Bowling at Shoreway 
Lanes in Sheffield Lake will be planned soon for a 
Sunday in February. 
 

Outreach Ministry – Cathy Mohney 
Cathy will be updating the Benevolence Guide soon 
and will include it in an upcoming newsletter. 
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Fellowship – Bob Olds (no report) 
 

Old Business: 
Tom R. reported that Julie Skaggs has chosen a 
security system for installation at our church for 
her daycare business. Julie has chosen the Prox.Pad 
system from Sievers Security Systems.  The system 
works by using key codes or key fobs for entrance 
into the church.  The system can also be            
programmed to work during certain days or hours. 
The system will be installed on the old preschool 
doors.  The cost is just under $1,900.  Julie is    
willing to pay for the entire system; however, it 
was also determined that the church would also 
benefit from the system, e.g., people who rent the 
church can be given a code to use (which would 
only work during their rental times) and thereby we 
would not need to distribute door keys to renters.  
Motion made by Tom B. and seconded by Chuck 
to hire Sievers Security Systems to install the 
Prox.Pad system.  Motion passed.  Motion made by 
Kris and seconded by Russ. to waive the Good 
Kids rental fee for three months (February, March 
and April) of the additional 4th  Sunday School 
room (total cost is $562.50) to help cover the cost 
of the security system.  Motion passed. 
 

Tom R. asked Cathy to obtain informational       
brochures from Love Inc. to have at the church if 
needed.  
 

Kris announced that she received a letter from 
Bishop Eaton, thanking us for our new Church 
Constitution.  Bishop Eaton forwarded our new 
Church Constitution to the review committee.  Kris 
also received a letter from this committee           
informing us that our new Constitution did not 
meet their requirements because new ELCA     
constitution changes had been announced in       
August 2009 (before we sent in our Constitution), 
and these changes must be included in our new 
Constitution.  Kris gave the letters, and new      
constitution requirements, to Chuck who will      
discuss this with the Constitution Review         
Committee.  The ELCA said that a simple majority 
vote of the congregation is all that is needed to pass 
these new revisions; a Special Congregation     
Meeting may be called in the near future to vote on 
this issue. 
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Old Business: 
Chuck talked about some of the problems that the 
money counters are having each week with some of 
the envelopes that congregation members are using.  
There has been an increasing trend in our church for 
contributors to write “Master” checks and use the 
many colored envelopes (pink, yellow, green) or 
special notes to designate how the “Master” check is 
to be spent. However, sometimes the colored          
envelopes or notes get separated from the “Master” 
check, thereby making it difficult to match up the 
checks with “empty” envelopes.  Motion made by 
Chuck and seconded by Pastor Schlessman to adopt 
a multi-fund envelope for contributions starting 
January 1, 2011.  Motion passed. 
 

Pastor Schlessman has reached 35 years of service 
with the ELCA, and under guidelines adopted by 
Christ Lutheran he is now entitled to six weeks of 
vacation. 
 

After saying the Lord’s Prayer, the meeting           
adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 

                          Respectfully submitted Kris Simecek 
 
 

In 2009, as a congregation, we were blessed to be 
able to give to several organizations. Our total    
contributions through our Benevolence giving was 
over $ 27,000.   This includes funds distributed from 
our green benevolence envelopes, as well as those 
contributions specifically designated for an          
organization by an individual or an event fundraiser.  
The NEO Synod goal is met first and the remaining 
supported organizations share the remainder of the 
Benevolence moneys on a prorated basis, as adopted 
annually by the congregation. Also, separately, we 
supported our Mission Partner, Spirit of Joy Church, 
with $7,128. As Chairperson of the Outreach       
Ministry, I want to thank everyone for their          
generosity that helped us reach out to those in need. 

Here is a list of the $ distributed: 
 

NEO Synod         $15,500                    Birthright      $389            
Families in Need      $155                      LOVE       $1,262            
Lutheran Home        $204               World Hunger  $2,683     
Lorain Free Clinic  $1,498   Habitat for Humanity $1,183 
Redeemer Crisis Center  $690 
Community Resource Services         $596 
Cornerstone  Pregnancy Services      $315 
Family Promise of Lorain County     $631 
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry     $2,235 



Christ  Evangel ical  Lutheran Church 

Phone: (440) 933-6263 
Email: celc@centurytel.net
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We’re on the web! 
www.celcal.org 
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32747 Lake Road 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Lynn R. Schlessman, Pastor 
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director 
Kathy Greene, Secretary 

 Super Subs  
for the Super Bowl! 

 
 

Super Bowl Sunday is coming (Feb. 7), and 
so are those fabulous Mission Trip Subs. 
You have the incredible opportunity to help 
our high-school students raise money to 
support their summer work with the         
Appalachian Service Project AND eat    
heartily without having to interrupt the 
game to cook or go get   take-out! Students 
will be distributing order forms after        
services soon; each well-stuffed sandwich 
costs $10. Questions? Contact Eric Mohney 
or Dave Paine. Thank you for supporting 
our young adults as they put their faith into    
action. 
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The youth would like to thank the                
congregation for supporting the mission trip. 
We could not do it without you. We wanted to 
share some of the up coming activities. 
          
          **Super Bowl subs   
                                    

          **team up with Bay Methodist and     
present a drama, a series of mini plays on     
nursery rhymes with a moral to the story, on 
Sunday, March 21.  
          **plan a nice Italian dinner served right 
after the 10:30 service and then the play would 
be presented right after that. More details to   
follow soon! 
 

          **a cookie sale for Valentines Day  
 

          **sponsor a soup supper for Lent and a 
coffee hour in the gathering area 
 

Thanks again for all your support!  Eric Mohney 

Please pray for the family of  
Laurie Fournier 


