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MISSION TRIP 
 

 The high school youth group is participating in a mission trip called 
the Appalachian Service Project. ASP is a Christian ministry  involving 
home repair, housing rehabilitation and new home building. It’s goal is to 
provide warmer, safer, and dryer homes while offering a growing/faith     
experience for volunteers. We are participating in the this trip with Bay 
Methodist Church. There are (5) kids participating this year. Megan 
Mohney, Erin Mohney, Allie Jagoda, Evan Paine and Matt Reiner. I am also 
going to attend. The mission trip is scheduled for June 14-20. 
 

 Overall the year as been a success so far. The mission trip has been 
focal point to keep the kids involved all year. To date they have participated 
in approximately 7 “fun”-d raising events and also attended (4) in house 
meetings at Bay Methodist to discuss topics revolving around poverty and 
the culture of  poverty. The participation level has been high and I feel the 
kids have all worked together in a positive way. The parents have been very 
supportive as well providing their participation, enthusiasm, and          
monetary resources to the endeavor. The church has been very supportive of 
the kids in their fundraising efforts and I have received many positive      
comments from church members about the value of the mission trip. 
 

 I am very hopeful that we can build on this trip and grow                
participation next year. I believe the  mission trip is very important to the 
overall success and participation in the youth program. It provides a clear 
goal to focus on and creates a culture where the kids want to participate.                     
         submitted by Eric Mohney 

The Worship Committee will accept resumes from CELC   
members for the Sunday morning babysitting position. Summer 

             hours are 8:45  -  10:30 a.m. and from Sept. to May the hours 
are 8:55 a.m. - noon. Please submit your resume to the church office by Sunday, 
June 7 or call 933-6263 ext. 21.  
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FROM THE PASTOR… 
 

I am not very disciplined in my gardening.  
While other gardens have rows as straight as a 
string mine wobble side to side.  If a cilantro 
plant comes up from last year’s seed I am 
likely to let it grow right where it is. The same 
with tomatoes, every year one or two plants 
will be out of place, having planted themselves 
from seed that fell to the ground a summer   
before.  This year the leaf mulch from last fall 
was never worked into the ground very well – 
it will be interesting to see whether the beans 
will thrive amidst clumps of leaves.  And with 
me fertilizer is kind of a hit and miss        
proposition – this year it looks like it will 
mostly be miss. That may affect the harvest. 
 
My guess is that many of us are like me when 
it comes to tending our faith. The seeds are 
planted when we hear God’s Word. We do 
some weeding by repenting of those things we 
know God does not want in us.  But there is not 
much of an overall plan of feeding our faith 
and our understanding.  Many of us did some 
learning back in confirmation days and maybe 
are involved in teaching Sunday School or   
attending a Bible class.  But the majority of us 
just let the garden of our faith grow and hope 
for the best. 
 
In the past year I have read three books 
(actually one of them  - The Shack - I am still 
reading) that have fed my understanding.  They 
will not straighten out the rows of the garden of 
my faith but they have certainly fertilized my 
thinking. I recommend them to you –            
especially to those of you who have not been 
doing a lot of reading about Jesus. 
 
The first is a book I have recommended to you 
twice before in the last year, Loving Jesus by 
Mark Alan Powell.  This is just a very solid 
book exactly about what the title says.  I taught 
one class on it – it was a class I think about   

often even though it has been over two months 
now.  I would love to teach another class on 
this book and read it through for my third time.  
Whether you are interested in a class or not get 
a copy of Loving Jesus and read it. 
 
My recommendation is the same for Velvet   
Elvis by Rob Bell.  I have recommended this 
book to a number of people and each of them 
who has read it have thanked me                    
enthusiastically.  Bell helps us to think about 
Jesus in new ways. 
 
The Shack is a book that many of you read   
before I have and recommended to me and it is 
a book that I was sure I would not like.  Having 
read most of it I do not like everything about 
this book but it is effective in helping me think 
about God’s love being central.  Though it is 
radical in its images for Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit it is very good theologically in             
presenting the Trinity and discussing human 
sin and freedom. 
 
Time to feed the plants in the garden of your 
faith? 
 
Peace be with you. 
Pastor Schlessman 
 
 

 
 

One Sunday Men’s 
 Chorus! 

 

On June 21st all men are invited to be a part 
of a One Sunday Men’s Chorus.  Practice 
will be at 8:30 a.m. and the chorus will sing 
at the 9 a.m. worship.  If you have out of 
town guests bring them along with you - the 
more men, the merrier!  If you cannot read 
music you can sing the melody.  The chorus 
will be singing, “My Hope Is Built”. 
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Sing a new song unto the 
Lord!  We depend on YOU 
for summer music. Please call 

Sue Schlessman at the church office,          
933-6263, ext. 23 to schedule a time to sing 
or play an instrument for special music this 
summer.  Has your family considered singing 
a hymn together or playing a couple of        
instruments together? If you would be     
willing to contribute to our worship by      
providing special music and need ideas, 
please talk to Sue. 
 

 

Praise Band 2009 

Front row: Elsie Kral, Randi Smarsh,       
Dell-Ann Lewis, Cara Tompot 

Back row: Phil Rothacker, Woody Simmons, 
Ron Lewis, Fred Kirtner, Joe Guthman 

 

Praise Band will be playing Sunday, June 28 
at the 9:00 a.m. worship. 
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What:     Square Dance/Line Dancing 
When:    June 7 
Time:      Pot Luck at 6:00 PM 
      Square Dance at 7:00 PM 
Where:   Social Hall 
����

Why :     To have fun! 
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O.W.L.S.  -  A bus trip is planned to visit 
“The Wilds”, one of the largest and most    
innovative wildlife conservation centers in 
the world. Located on nearly 10,000 acres in 
southeast Ohio, it is home to rare and          
endangered species from around the world 
living in natural, open-range habitat, as well 
as home to hundreds of indigenous species.  
This trip is for adult members of the         
congregation and their friends (no children 
please). In addition, there is minimal walking 
on this trip! 
  
 

Saturday, September 26, 2009 
Cost $71 pp  

Limited to the first 50 people 
 

Price includes: Transportation to and from  
Christ Lutheran   

 

& 
 

 A safari bus trip 
through 

 “The Wilds” 
 

      & 
 

A dinner at the Amish Door Restaurant in  
Wilmot, Ohio 

 
 

Reservations must be submitted along with a 
$35.00 deposit to Harold or Karen Wagner 
no later than July 12. 
 

 
For a preview visit www.thewilds.com 
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Beth Kral 
422 Metcalf Road 
Elyria, OH  44035 

440-365-0198 
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Donna Nugent  
donnanugent@ymail.com 
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           Do you want to  
reserve one of the rooms 

here at church? 
You will need to complete  
Building Usage Forms 
which can be found on 

the church bulletin board 
and our website. 

 

 
Were going CAMPING 

AGAIN!!! 
 

Come join the Fellowship Committee 
at Long Lake Campground July 10th, 
11th, and 12th in the beautiful        
Mohican Valley. Last year we fished 
the lake, road the trail on horseback, 
and sat around the campfire enjoying 
each others company. This year I'm 
planning on a canoe trip and some 
hiking in the State Park. A big        
potluck dinner for Saturday night is 
also in the works.     
   
Contact Bob Olds 440-522-2615 if 
you want to go, or sign up on the 
board in the church hallway. I have to 
let the campground know how many 
to expect by June 20, so mark your 
calendars now, and come join the 
fun.........   
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Summary of   
Council Minutes 

May 7, 2009 
 

Attendance: Tom Reiner, Dan Rockas, Mike 
Muir, Russ Roth, Chuck Heindrichs, Cathy  
Mohney, Bob Olds, Roberta Ekleberry, Ryan  
Smarsh, Tom Ballintine, Pastor Lynn  
Schlessman, Kris Simecek 
 
The meeting was called to order by Tom R. at 
7:05 p.m. with a discussion regarding faith 
practices.  Motion made by Pastor Schlessman 
and seconded by Roberta to approve the      
Minutes from the April Council meeting.     
Motion passed. 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Chuck Heindrichs 
The church has sent benevolence funds totaling 
$11,349 to the synod.  Our new building fund 
payment is $2,582 per month. Our new loan 
terms are at the same rate of 5.25% (rate may 
be adjusted in 2010) and the maturity date has 
been extended to February 1, 2015.  Our       
balance on the building fund stands at           
approximately $149,000.  The General Fund 
contributions continue at a shortfall of about 
$300 per week; if this rate continues, our 
budget will be approximately $15,000 short at 
year-end.  Motion made by Tom B. and        
seconded by Cathy to accept the Treasurer’s 
report.  Motion passed. 
 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Schlessman 
Pastor will be attending a continuing education 
class on June 9, and also June 21-23.  He will 
be taking vacation from July 29-August 4 and 
also November 24-29.   
 
A representative is needed to attend a June 29 
meeting for the Lutheran Chaplaincy Service to 
vote on changing ownership from the 124 
member congregations to the NEO Synod and 
the Ohio District of the LCMS.  Chuck made a 

motion seconded by Tom B. to give the pastor 
authority to select that representative. Motion 
passed. 
 
New Covenant has asked our church to raise 
money (approximately $300) to sponsor an   
attendee for the upcoming African American 
Lutheran Association workshop.  The event is 
in July; we will vote on this item at the spring 
Congregational meeting. 
 
 

President’s Report – Tom Reiner 
A Nominating Committee will be elected at the 
Spring Congregational Meeting - nominees are 
Doris Gaertner, Kevin Carpenter, Charlie 
Crout, Kendra Cristiano and Carol Meiners 
 
 

Finance – Rob Johnson  
(No report) 
 
Property – Tom Ballintine 
Many small jobs have been completed around 
the church.  The painting of the roof trusses is 
done.  The pew still needs to be moved from 
the choir loft and will be done soon. The    
parking lot may soon need repaving; this is not 
a budgeted item at this time. 
 
Worship & Music – Ryan Smarsh 
This committee is searching for our new    
babysitter to work during the church services.  
They have decided they will hire a                
non-member for this paid position.  Flyers will 
be placed in the newsletter and bulletin.  Amy 
and Eric Klenz and Mike and Kathy Muir will 
interview candidates.  They are hoping to hire 
someone to begin working at the 9:00 service 
on May 24. 
 
Stewardship – Mike Muir 
Mike is working with Ed Baker on a pig roast 
that will be held on September 12. A portion 
(or all) of the proceeds may go to Family  
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Promise.  A motorcycle run and karaoke may 
also be part of the pig roast.  Motion made by 
Chuck and seconded by Tom B. to host the pig 
roast.  Motion passed.  The Family Promise 
golf outing will be held July 26. 
 

Evangelism – Roberta Ekleberry 
This committee recently visited two              
non-members who come to our church and   
presented them with small gifts. The          
Evangelism Committee, along with the         
Fellowship Committee, may host a future 
cookout after a 5:00 Saturday service. 
 
 

Christian Education – Dan Rockas 
Fees have been set for Vacation Bible School – 
the cost will be $5/child.  T-shirts will also be 
available for $4 each. Volunteers are being 
sought; training will be held on June 7          
following the 9:00 service, and set-up will be 
June 14. A meeting of the Sunday School 
teachers was held on April 26 to discuss      
curriculum.   
 

Outreach Ministry – Cathy Mohney 
Cathy reported that her committee has voted to 
make a proposition at the spring                 
Congregational meeting to change our Mission 
Partner from New Covenant to Spirit of Joy 
Church in North Ridgeville.  A letter has been 
received from Love Inc., thanking us for our 
support.  Carnations will be sold for $1        
following the May 10th service (Mother’s Day); 
proceeds will go to Birthright. 
 

Fellowship – Bob Olds  
A church Square Dance will be held on June 7 
at 6:00 p.m.; a potluck dinner will precede the 
dance.  This committee is also looking into our 
church possibly attending a Lake Erie Crushers 
game.  The church camping trip will be held 
July 10, 11 & 12. 
 
Old Business 
A representative is needed to attend the Synod 
Assembly in Akron on May 16.  Motion made 

by Tom B. and seconded by Mike to name Sue 
Schlessman our representative.  Motion passed. 
 
 

New Business 
The Memorial Committee has asked Council 
members for a list of desired memorial gifts by 
June 1.  Discussion followed regarding the    
Endowment Committee – we need members to 
fill this board.  Roberta volunteered to serve on 
this committee; we may try to get additional 
names before the spring Congregation meeting. 
 
Chuck distributed copies of a draft of our new 
Constitution.  He asked all of us to review the 
document.  Our next Council meeting on June 
4, to start at 6:00 p.m. will be devoted to       
discussion of this draft.   
 
Pastor announced he will take his 12-week 
Sabbatical this year; this had been postponed 
from 2008.  The Sabbatical will start on August 
31 and will run until his vacation in November; 
he will be back for services at the start of     
Advent. 
 
Russ Roth reported that the Staff Support    
Committee has met to review some tasks      
currently performed by Pastor that could be 
done by other committees (specifically       
Property and Worship & Music).  
 

These committees will discuss these items with 
Pastor Schlessman to see which items he can 
continue to perform, and which items should 
be taken over by these committees.  It was also 
suggested that the Stewardship Committee 
send out the “Time & Talent” cards to the     
congregation to perhaps get some volunteers to 
perform these tasks. 
 
After saying the Lord’s Prayer, the meeting   
adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kris Simecek-Secretary  
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Christ  Evangel ical  Lutheran Church 

Affix address label  

Phone: (440) 933-6263 
Fax: (440) 933-4549 
Email: celc@centurytel.ne�
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We’re on the web! 
www.celcal.org 
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You are invited to the annual church picnic at The Lake House, across the street from the 
church on Lake Road, Sunday, July 26, from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. Burgers, hot dogs and 
water will be provided. Bring a food dish to share. There will be games to play and all 
kinds of  socializing going on. Don’t miss out on the summertime fun—mark your     
calendars today! Contact Bob Olds at 440-522-2615 if you have any questions. 
 
 
 
6th Annual Women’s Picnic: All women of Christ Lutheran Church are cordially      

invited to the annual picnic hosted by Martha Circle.  It will be held 
in the Bleser Park Pavilion at 32800 Electric Blvd., Avon Lake, on        
Wednesday, July 29 at 6:00 p.m.  -  8:00 p.m. Paper products and        
beverages will be provided. Please bring a casserole, salad, or     
dessert to share.  We hope to see you there!                 

32747 Lake Road 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Lynn R. Schlessman, Pastor 
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director 
Kathy Greene, Secretary 


