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A center of our life at Christ Lutheran is teaching about God’s 
love for us. Students, young and old, have spent the year 
learning from the Bible what the Good News is and how to 
live the Good News. The congregation thanks those who have 
been teaching Sunday School and leading music this past year 
so the young and old will grow in faith. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that the last day for Sunday School classes is 
May 17. 
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FROM THE PASTOR… 
 
As I sat in my office, wondering what I 
would write to all of you this month, a bird 
sang outside my window.  Hearing it gave 
me joy.  I am certain that bird was not    
singing with me in mind but the bird gave 
me joy just the same.  Just by being what he 
is, by being what she was created by God to 
be, her song was a springtime gift to me. 
 
Psalm 148 is a psalm of praise – calling 
upon the sun and moon and shining stars – 
fire and hail – snow and frost – mountains 
and hills - fruit trees and cedars – young 
men and women – calling upon them all to 
praise the Lord. 
 
How do they do it?  Just the way that bird 
praised the Lord as I listened – by being 
what they were created to be. 
 
It is the same for you and for me – when we 
are what God created us to be our lives are 
a song of praise.  When we work faithfully 
and love wholeheartedly God is praised 
though we do not speak a single word. 
 
As the teacher teaches and the student 
learns, as the nurse cares for the patient and 
the technician works with care, as the      
carpenter measures twice and cuts once, as 
the manager is fair and demanding, as the 
parent gives a child clear responsibilities 
and guidelines, as the husband and wife 
love one another, as the friend is faithful, as 
the volunteer offers her time with         
cheerfulness – in every one of these ways 
God is praised. 
 
And as flowers bloom and winds blow and 

gardens grow and squirrels scamper the one 
who created all things is praised. 
 
Praise the Lord! 
 
Pastor Schlessman 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Spring Annual Congregational Meeting 
will be held Sunday, May 17, at 9:00 a.m.  
Please mark your calendars and plan on   
attending this important meeting.  You will 
be voting for council members and other 
issues will be discussed. There will be a 
group Sunday School with crafts on this 
day.  Please note that this is the last Sunday 
for Sunday School classes until the fall. 
 
Summer worship schedule begins May 24.  
Worship services will be held on Saturdays 
at 5:00 p.m. and on Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  A 
nursery is available for children under the 
age of 5 during the 9:00 a.m. service.    
Sunday School does not meet during the 
summer months. 
 
Special music is appreciated at the 9:00 
a.m. during the summer months.  Call Sue 
Schlessman if you would like to schedule 
special music.  Thank you in advance! 
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Confirmation  
Sunday, May 3 

 
As the confirmation year comes to an end, 
our five eighth grade confirmands are busy 
completing their assignments and preparing 
for their confirmation on Sunday, May 3.  
Please help welcome them on this special day 
and enjoy hearing more about their ministries 
they completed with their mentors: 
 
Grace Cristiano wrote: My family and I came 
down to decorate the church (for Christmas) 
with Mrs. Gaertner and a few other people.  
We set up a lot of trees.  Then we put lights 
on.  We put ornaments on too.  It’s way easier 
when you’re tall.  Mrs. G showed me the 
Chrismons.  I made one at home.  It didn’t 
turn out too good.  The ones at Church were 
really good.  Then when Christmas was over 
we came back down and undecorated the 
church.  We put it all away and cleaned up.  It 
was sad.  I love Christmas.  Then Opa hit his 
head but he’s okay. 
 
Chase Worcester wrote in part:  On Thursday 
my Confirmation Mentor Ron “Coach” Jantz 
and I spent the evening at church assisting 
with the Family Promise program. 
 
My mom had me look up Family Promise.  It 
sounded like a good program, so I was     
anxious to go.  I was really hoping there 
would be a lot of kids to hang out with – even 
younger kids who seem to really latch on to 
me for some reason.  When I got to church I 
was  told there had been several families    
participating in the program that week, but 
that evening only one family was there.  It 
was a family of 4: a mom, dad and two  

brothers.  But it was ok.  Having just one 
family to spend time with was great –in fact 
it was a blessing in disguise.  The older boy, 
Kyle, was outside playing basketball…and 
if there’s one thing Coach Jantz and I love, 
it’s sports.  So as soon Coach arrived, we 
joined right in and played hoops.  Before I 
knew it, I learned a lot about Kyle and his 
younger brother Jonathan and his family. 
 
Coach and I learned a lot from our Ministry 
evening at Family Promise.  We learned that 
we take too much for granted in our lives 
and we often worry too much about things 
that don’t really matter. We each have a 
home, jobs, and cars. Our refrigerators are 
always full – and so are our stomachs.  My 
family has more than enough AND we still 
complain. 
 
This family had nowhere to go, no money, 
no home, and no real plan for the future, 
BUT the kids were happy, they had fun and 
mom and dad didn’t seem to be too worried.  
They just took each day as it came and they 
were very grateful that the family was      
together and that they were being taken care 
of. 
 
It made me feel thankful that I had the      
opportunity to meet this amazing family 
who showed me that it’s far more important 
to have your family than material things, 
and that God will truly help in times of   
trouble. 
           submitted by Roberta Ekleberry 

 

  Please pray for: 
 

Joyce Tremain 



� �  
 !  � �  " �  � 
PAGE 4 

��������	��
���������������	��
���������������	��
���������������	��
�������

�
������
�
������
�
������
�
������� ���

�����
����	����������
����	����������
����	����������
����	������ ���
����

The Annual 
Pasta Dinner & Art Show 
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            Praise Band 
 
Mark your calendars now for the     

upcoming Praise Band concert on Saturday, 
May 16, 7:30 p.m. Christ Lutheran’s Praise 
Band will be performing songs by             
contemporary Christian artists and the        
proceeds from the concert will go to the 
campers.  Admission is free; a free will       
offering will be collected and concessions 
will be available. 

The students attending summer Bible Camp 
will hold a bake sale on Sunday, May 17.  
Items can be purchased following the        
Congregational meeting and after the 10:30 
worship.  All proceeds will be used to send 
the kids to camp.  Thank you in advance for 
your support in sending these students to      
Bible camp. 

 

You’re Invited 
 

It's Kyle Berkley and I just wanted to invite 
you and your family to my senior voice recital 
on May 3, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. at Kent State 
University in  Ludwig Recital Hall.  

 

Lutheran Home at Concord 
Reserve’s Night at the       

Indians Game 
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Ticket order form on church hallway bulletin 
board. Mezzanine Seat $18 (normal price for 
these tickets is $22). 
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O.W.L.S. 
 

Mark your calendars for some exciting       
future events—May 19, Lorain County 
Metro Park Bus Tour and September 26, 
Wilds Bus Tour.  Contact Harold or Karen 
Wagner at 440-949-7437. 

           Do you want to: 
¨  save paper 
¨ save postage 

 

Drop us a note, send us an email, or 
call the church office at  933-6263 ext. 
21 to add your name to the list to view 
the weekly bulletin and/or monthly      
newsletter on line. 
 

Thank you! 
 

 
Were going CAMPING 

AGAIN!!! 
 

Come join the Fellowship Committee 
at Long Lake Campground July 10th, 
11th, and 12th in the beautiful        
Mohican Valley. Last year we fished 
the lake, road the trail on horseback, 
and sat around the campfire enjoying 
each others company. This year I'm 
planning on a canoe trip and some 
hiking in the State Park. A big        
potluck dinner for Saturday night is 
also in the works.     
   
Contact Bob Olds 440-522-2615 if 
you want to go, or sign up on the 
board in the church hallway. I have to 
let the campground know how many 
to expect by June 20, so mark your 
calendars now, and come join the 
fun.........   
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Summary of   
Council Minutes 

April 2 , 2009 
 

Attendance: Tom Reiner, Roberta Ekleberry, 
Chuck Heindrichs, Bob Olds, Russ Roth, 
Pastor Schlessman, Dan Rockas, Tom 
Ballintine, Rob Johnson, Cathy Mohney,  
Kris Simecek 
 
The meeting was called to order by Tom R. at 
7:05 p.m. with an opening devotion and prayer 
led by Pastor Schlessman.  Motion made by 
Rob and    seconded by Tom B. to approve the 
Minutes from the March Council meeting.  
Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Chuck Heindrichs 
In order to meet our budget needs, our monthly 
Contributions must average $20,456; however, 
our monthly Contribution average to date is 
$18,605.  Therefore, we are $6,600 behind in 
our Contributions in the first quarter. Our 
monthly payment for the Building Fund loan is 
$4,624, but Year-To-Date contributions for the 
Building Fund is $6,671, or approximately 
$2,200 per month.   
 
Motion made by Roberta and seconded by Rob 
to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Motion 
passed. 
 
Discussion then was held about refinancing our 
Building Fund loan (we still owe $158,000).  
Chuck had received a call from Paul Culler,    
Treasurer of the Willing Hearts campaign,         
informing him that in two months time this 
fund will be depleted.  Chuck placed a call to 
ELCA for loan options. Our current loan       
requires a payment of $4,624 per month, and is 
set to mature on 2/1/13.  By refinancing the 
loan through ELCA at 5.25%, our new         
payment would be $2,610 per month with a   

revised maturity date of 2/1/15.  (Please note 
that on 2/1/10, ELCA has an option to adjust 
the percentage rate of the loan.)  
 
Motion made by Rob and seconded by Tom B. 
to restructure the existing ELCA Mission In-
vestment Fund loan by extending the maturity 
date from 2/1/13 to 2/1/15.  Motion passed. 
 
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Schlessman 
Pastor Schlessman made a motion, seconded 
by Cathy, that the following five students be 
approved for Confirmation on May 3, 2009: 
Gina Rockas, Chase Worcester, Grace        
Cristiano, Evan Paine and Jenny Owens.      
Motion passed. 
 
President’s Report – Tom Reiner 
Tom welcomed Dan Rockas as our new       
Christian Education director.  Dan will be     
finishing out the last year of this 2-year term; 
he will be elected to this position at the May        
Congregation Meeting.  Pastor made a motion, 
seconded by Roberta, to appoint Dan as the 
new Christian Education director.  Motion 
passed. 
 
The “Step Up To Quality” banner that was 
awarded to the Christ Lutheran Nursery School 
will be displayed on church grounds.  
 
The Nursery School board has voted to          
officially change the name of “Christ Lutheran 
Nursery School” to “Christ Lutheran           
Preschool”.   
 
The Synod Assembly meeting will take place 
in Akron on Saturday, May 16 from 8:00-5:30.  
Two volunteers (one male, one female) are 
needed to attend this meeting. 
 
Finance – Rob Johnson 
Rob reported that an Audit Committee will be 
formed and will be meeting this month to    
conduct the audit. 
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Worship & Music – Ryan Smarsh 
(reported by Tom Reiner) 
(No report) 
 
Stewardship – Mike Muir 
(No report) 
 
Evangelism – Roberta Ekleberry 
Roberta made a motion, seconded by Chuck, to 
remove the following people, and their       
families, from our church membership list:  
Laura Lee, Veronique Huguley and Julie     
Noddin. Motion passed. Roberta said that work 
continues on updating our membership list.  
 
Christian Education – Dan Rockas 
Dan reported that plans for VBS are         
continuing.  The donations for the last Soup 
& Sandwich Supper of $169 will go to the 
children attending Bible camp.   
 
Outreach Ministry – Cathy Mohney 
Cathy will be having a Committee meeting 
next Tuesday at 7:00.  She recently spoke to 
Pastor Glenn Zimbelman of Spirit of Joy 
Church in North Ridgeville.  He is interested in 
becoming our  mission partner.  Cathy said this 
will be discussed at her committee meeting, 
and a report will be made at the Congregation 
Meeting in May. 
 
Fellowship – Bob Olds  
Bob reported on some possible upcoming 
events: After church brunch (at a restaurant), 
“Bring A Friend” week (possibly in late May), 
Indians game in August, Square Dance in June 
and Church  Picnic in July. 
 
Old Business 
Tom R. reported that Kindermusik has         
contacted the church regarding their upcoming 
summer classes to be held 6/15-8/3 from  9:00-
12:00 (once a week). They are concerned over 
the new charge of building use fee of $40 per 
class because their classes may not have many 
students for them to make a profit. Chuck made 

a motion, seconded by Pastor, to “grandfather” 
in their previous fee of $15 per class (with a 
cap of $40 if more than one class is held) for 
building use (it was noted no janitor fee is     
involved in this rental).  Motion passed. 
 
The Memorial Fund Committee is being 
formed now; members now include Doris 
Gaertner, Celeste Baker and Russ Roth. 
 
We need to find a new babysitter to watch the     
children during church services. Some         
suggested babysitters include teenage members 
of our church, or the parents of the children 
taking turns.  It was suggested that perhaps a 
meeting be set up for all parents who use the 
babysitting service.  Tom R. will discuss the 
babysitter need with Ryan who is in charge of 
Worship & Music. 
 
New Business 
Pastor Schlessman discussed the need to have 
someone in charge of kitchen cleanliness 
(disposing of food, washing towels, cleaning 
dishes, etc.) after use of the kitchen.  It was felt 
that the committee or organization that uses the 
kitchen should be in charge of clean-up after 
their events. Signs may be posted in the kitchen 
as to the responsibilities of the groups who use 
the kitchen. 
 
After some discussion, it was felt that the final 
pew that is currently in the choir area be moved 
to make more room for the chairs and to also 
expose the bottom of the stained glass         
windows. Also, the short pew that is in the 
Gathering Area should be moved to the wall 
under the memorial board. Motion made by 
Pastor and seconded by Russ to move these 
pews as noted.  Motion passed. 
 
After saying the Lord’s Prayer, the meeting        
adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kris Simecek, Secretary  

PAGE 7 



Christ  Evangel ical  Lutheran Church 

Affix address label  

Phone: (440) 933-6263 
Fax: (440) 933-4549 
Email: celc@centurytel.ne�
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We’re on the web! 
www.celcal.org 

 

32747 Lake Road 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Lynn R. Schlessman, Pastor 
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director 
Kathy Greene, Secretary 
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 Look inside this newsletter for your copy of the           
VBS registration form.  
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