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Sunday, November 22, 2009 
After 10:30 a.m. Service 

 

Everyone is invited! We will be having a lasagna dinner 
for the congregation immediately after the 10:30 a.m. 
service. It’s a great opportunity to recap our 2009        
accomplishments and to enjoy the fellowship with the 
other members of our Christ Lutheran family!  

Give Thanks to God With a Joyful Heart! 
Wednesday, November 25 at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Gather together on Thanksgiving Eve, November 25, at 7:30 
p.m. to worship and give thanks to God for God’s bountiful 

blessings to us. Members of Christ Lutheran will be speaking and the           
Confirmation students will be leading us in prayer.  Psalm 145 says, “You open 
your hand, and satisfy the desire of every living thing.”  This evokes a response 
of gratitude in us for God’s unfailing generosity.  You can respond by … 
 
�� filling a grocery bag with non-perishable foods, canned goods, paper      

products, personable hygiene items, baby food, and diapers. Our gifts will 
be divided between Lorain Lutheran Presbyterian Co-op in Lorain and      
Redeemer Crisis Center in Cleveland. 

 

�   buying new toys so that the clients at Redeemer Crisis Center may receive     
      Christmas gifts for their families.  The toys do not have to be wrapped, but 
      if you would like to  do that, please be sure to mark them with a permanent 
      tag to identify boy or girl and the appropriate age group.  Ages 8-12 of both 
      boys and girls do not have as many  gifts and are especially needed. 
       
�   giving a monetary gift that will go towards the Benevolence funds that  
      our church family supports.  Thankoffering boxes will also be collected  
      at this service.   

COMMITMENT SUNDAY �G�G�G�G
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PASTOR SCHLESSMAN IS ON 
SABBATICAL AND WILL RETURN 
DECEMBER 1. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
The Sunday School offerings this year have 
designated to go the ELCA Hunger Appeal to 
help feed hungry people around the world. 
 
In Advent, each Sunday School class will be 
choosing a Good Gift goal from God’s Global 
Barnyard for their class.  They can choose to 
buy any of the following: 
 
 ������� �	
��� �� 
�� 
���
�� �������
����� �� ���� ������������ � Within a few 
months of birth, chicks begin laying eggs.  
Eggs make nutritious meals for growing kids, 
and the extra eggs generate income to grow a 
small business. 
� ���� �	���� �� �� ���� ��� �� ���� ��� 
����
����������������� .  Within months, piglets 
grow to weigh a couple hundred pounds-    
bringing a big payoff at the market.  Families 
can also use and sell a pig’s natural fertilizer to 
help grow crops. 
  !��� �	"��� ��  !���� ���� 
��������
�!������� ��� 
����#� �������$����� �����
���������%�� When families have extra eggs or 
ducklings, they can be shared with neighbors 
or sold at the market to provide an extra source 
of income. 
 &���� �	'��� �� &����� ������� 
�(��%��
In extreme climates where other animals     
cannot survive, goats provide families with 
fresh milk to drink and fertilizer for the land.  
As goats multiply, families often share         
offspring with a neighbor in need-helping lift 
entire communities out of hunger and poverty. 

 )����� �	
"'�� �� *���� +��
� ������
�!������!�� ��
�� ����� ������ �������

��
(�
!��
�� ���� �� ����
�� 
�(���� ��� ��(����%��
Wool can be used to make clothing and        
bedding, and whatever a family doesn’t need 
can be sold to earn money for other necessities. 
� �

 Information from Evangelical    
  Lutheran Church in America. 

  God’s work. Our hands.   
ELCA GOOD GIFTS 

 www.elca.org/good gifts 
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We will be celebrating All Saints   
Sunday on November 1.  All Saints 
Day celebrates both the saints of the 
Lord Jesus on earth and those in 
heaven. 
 
Saints is a term used in the New      
Testament to refer to all those who    
believe in Jesus as Lord and, therefore, 
who have been made holy and part of 
the people of God. In our Creed we 
confess that we believe in the 
“communion of saints”. All Saints Day 
is when we remember those Christians 
of long ago and of our own families 
who have “fallen asleep in the Lord”. 
 
On November 1, Christ Lutheran 
Church will remember all members 
and friends who have died this past 
year.  If you would like someone   
mentioned in prayer, please call the 
church office at 933-6263, ext. 21. 



#$� 
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A new Church Year begins with the first    
Sunday in Advent, November 29.  The word 
“advent” means “coming” and it is a good 
word with which to begin the Church Year, 
when we ask, “Who’s coming?”  The answer 
is “Jesus!” 
 

The entire Old Testament points to Jesus as 
the one who was coming. Some of readings 
in our Advent season quote the ancient   
promises when the prophets foretold the 
coming of God’s Messiah, the one whom 
God had promised to save God’s people from 
their sins and teach us God’s will. 
 

Another message of the Advent season is that 
the One who has come is coming again. How 
does the Creed put it?  “To judge the living 
and the dead.”   How did Jesus put it?  “To 
take you to myself, that where I am, there 
you may be also.” 
 

But there is a third coming of Christ, the   
Advent season announces.  That is when    
Jesus comes into our hearts and lives right 
now by his Word so that we may believe in 
him. 
 

,�� ��
�� ���� ������ ���� -��!�.� ������	� ���������
(������� ��� ��(���� ��(������� +�

� ��� �(��
��
��
��� ����&��������� ����� �� ��(������� ���� �����#�
��!
��� ���� ����
���%� ,��� )!����� )����
������
���
����� +�

� ��� �����(���� ��(���� ��
������%��
/0(��� ��#� ���
 #� 1���� -��!�2� �� ���� ��(����
������/ ������ 2%�
 
Information taken from “I Love to Live the Story: a Guide 
to Understanding and Celebrating the Christian Church 
Year” by Arden Mead and King Schownfeld.  2006.  
Creative Communications for the Parish.  

ATTENTION  ALL 
HIGH AND JUNIOR 

HIGH YOUTH  
 
 
 
 

You are invited to join TORCH (Teen 
Out Reach Thru Christian Help) on 
Saturday, November 14. This is an            
opportunity to serve God by  helping 
others in various service agencies in 
Cleveland.  We will be filling cars to 
drive to St. Paul’s in Berea to join other 
youth in the Cleveland area to sign up 
for our site assignment. 
 
 

· 12:15 p.m — meet at Christ           
Lutheran to share rides 

· 1:00 p.m. — receive Service          
Project assignments at St. Paul’s and 
get acquainted with youth from 
other  churches. 

· 4:00 p.m. — return to St. Paul’s in 
Berea. Share stories of the day. 

· 5:00 p.m. — dinner served by      
hosting church 

· 6:00 p.m. — approximate time of   
return to Christ Lutheran  

 
 

Contact Sue Schlessman if you are    
interested in TORCH by Thursday, 
Nov. 12 at (440) 933-6263 or email             
SASchless@centurytel.net. 
 
 

First time TORCH volunteers need to 
fill out a permission slip and            
emergency information. You can       
obtain these forms from Sue. 
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Please Pray For: 
 

             Marilyn Bommer  
           (Cleveland Clinic) 

 

                          Chuck Heindrichs  
 

               Helen Walker (welcome home) 
         Jeannine Rockas (welcome home) 

Lights For Christ Schedule 
 

 Saturday 11/21 
   Sunday 12/6 

Sunday, November 22 
9:00 a.m.  -  in the sanctuary 

 

We will be discussing and voting on 
the 2010 proposed budget. Materials 
for the meeting have been mailed to 
your home. Please bring your copy to 
the meeting for reference. Your        
attendance is needed and appreciated. 
Regular Sunday School will be held 
for the children. 

Children’s Play Group 

ANNUAL FALL     
 CONGREGATIONAL  

            MEETING 

 

    Christ Lutheran Play Group is a safe and 
fun place for children and parents to        
socialize with each other. Our Play Group, 
led by “Miss Sue”, is open to all preschool 
aged children and their  parents or care   
givers. Older siblings are welcome. 
     During the school year, Play Group 
meets every Friday morning from 10-11:30 
a.m. in preschool #3 (Mrs. Pienoski’s 
room).  We follow the preschool calendar 
for vacation dates. 
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O.W.L.S. 
 

A big thank you goes out to Harold and 
Karen Wagner for organizing another      
wonderful, fun filled trip-this time to the 
“The Wilds”. Even though the day was rainy 
and cold, we were able to see many           
endangered animals. Our guide said the rain 
would bring out the animals and it certainly 
did. The high point of the trip was the rhino 
who chased our bus and was very annoyed 
with us!  We learned a lot about The Wilds 
and its inhabitants, the research and eco 
friendly projects. Dinner at an Amish          
restaurant finished the day. Thank you     
Harold and Karen Wagner!!! 
 

Ruth and James Roden 

 Scrapbooking  
 

Never scrapbooked before? No 
problem. We will help you get 
started. We know many of you       

scrapbook and we want you to come!  If you have 
questions, or want more information, please feel free 
to contact Dell-Ann Lewis at 937-9772 or Chris Toy 
at 933-8454. We look forward to seeing everyone on 
Friday, November 13, at 7:00 p.m.  

  
 
 
 
Do you like to read and then discuss the 
book in an informal setting? If so, consider 
joining Christ Lutheran’s Book Club. We 
meet the last Sunday of the month at 7:00 
p.m. at 29 Community Drive.  
 

For November we have chosen the book         
Olive Kitteridge by E. Strout. For more info 
please call Barb Rehker-Lee 933-7101 or 
Doris Gaertner 933-2337.  
 

Come READ with us! 

 

Lydia/Naomi Circle is continuing 
to collect Campbell’s Labels for 
the Navajo Reservations Mission 
in Arizona that provides the    

Mission with their supplies, vehicles, and 
books.  Only the bar code insignia and 
educational coupon are needed. Labels 
may be put in the Campbell’s Labels box 
found in the Church Office or Gathering 
Area.  Thank  you for your support. 

 

The Anna Circle changed their minds and 
they are selling the Entertainment 2010 
books again this year. There are bonus cards 
attached on the front of the book for $20 for 
places to eat and about 20 pages of coupons 
added to front of book. Plus all the places to 
use your card, restaurants, hotels, car rental, 
Park & Fly, and much, much more. The 
books are only $30 this year and will pay for 
themselves in no time. Contact any Anna 
Circle member or Doris Gaertner,           
Chairperson for this  project, at  933-2337. 

 
 

 
 

Come join other CELC members for an after 
church lunch on November 8. We will be   
going up to Las Cazueles Mexican            
Restaurant in the Landings after the 10:30 
service for the lunch, please put your name 
on the sign up sheet in the hallway so we can 
give the restaurant an idea of how many will 
be attending, but if you decided to go 
on Nov. 8 that's OK to............ Don't forget 
your sombrero !!!!  
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Summary of   
Council Minutes 
October 1, 2009 

 
 

Attendnce:  Bob Olds, Russ Roth,  
Roberta Ekleberry, Dan Rockas,  
Chuck Heindrichs, Tom Reiner, 
Rob Johnson and Kris Simecek 
 
The meeting was called to order by 
Tom R. at 7:05 p.m.  Motion made by 
Rob Johnson and seconded by Chuck 
Heindrichs to approve the Minutes 
from the September Council meeting 
with one correction to the Evangelism 
Report – the picnic was held  after the 
5:00 p.m. service last month.          
Motion passed. 
 
 

Treasurer ’s Report – Chuck        
Heindrichs 
Reported contributions for September 
were $15,481 which was below our 
current average monthly amount of 
$18,942. Our approved 2009          
contributions budget is $20,456 per 
month so there will be a shortfall this 
year. It is projected using our current 
average that our contributions for 
2009 will be approximately $231,000 
verses a budgeted amount.  Motion 
made by Rob and seconded by 
Roberta to accept the Treasurer’s    
Report.  Motion passed. 

 
President’s Report – Tom Reiner 
Joanne Polacok and Eric Klenz         
attended the Executive Council    
meeting on the night of September 30; 
the framework for the upcoming   
Special Congregation Meeting to    
approve the proposed Constitution 
was discussed.   
 
The Good Kids daycare opened today.  
Julie Skaggs signed a contract related 
to her monthly rent. Julie was      
originally going to use two rooms, but 
needs to start with three rooms due to 
the ages of the children she is     
watching, therefore her starting rent is 
higher than Council expected.  Julie 
also volunteered to pay $1,000 to help 
toward the cost of the playground 
fence (half the cost). 
 
Finance – Rob Johnson (no report) 
 
Property – Tom Ballintine (reported 
by Tom) 
Terri Pienoski, Preschool Director, has 
a few maintenance items to be done.  
The ceiling area in the gathering area 
needs repair.  Tom B. is also working 
on removing the water pipes since the 
old boiler system has been removed. 

 
Worship & Music – Ryan Smarsh (no    
report) 
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Evangelism – Roberta Ekleberry 
A New Members Reception will be 
held in the Gathering Area following 
the October 18 church service,     
cookies and coffee will be served also, 
this had been postponed due to the 
Rally Day event. 

 
Christian Education – Dan Rockas 
There will be a Halloween Party held 
on October 24 from 6:00-8:00 p.m.  
Hot dogs and chili will be served;    
attendees will bring either a dessert or 
appetizer. 

 
Outreach Ministry – Cathy Mohney 
(reported by Tom ) 
Over $400 was raised by CELC   
members this past weekend at the 
CROP Walk event; there were 5 adults 
and 3 students who participated in the 
walk. 

 
Fellowship – Bob Olds 
Upcoming events include a visit to 
Playhouse Square or Beck Theater, 
line dancing and dinner in January, 
and possibly tobogganing and/or    
Cosmic Bowling in February.  Coffee 
Hours will start soon, and there will 
be a brunch for church members held 
at the Las Cuezelas Restaurant (in the 
Landings) after the church service on 
November 8.  Ali Jagoda has offered 
to take casual family pictures for     
display at our church.  Bob will check 
into possibly purchasing a movable 

bulletin board to display the pictures 
and posters on upcoming events. 
 
Old Business 
The tables, Council approved           
purchasing last month via Memorial 
Fund Money, have been ordered. Julie 
Skaggs has offered to pay for one of 
the three tables. 
  
New Business 
A discussion on the proposed 2010 
budget was led by Chuck Heindrichs, 
Much discussion centered on Cost   
Cutting vs. Planning for the future     
repairs, Points of note: Parking Lot     
repair and maintenance, Tree/Branch 
removal, setting money aside for future 
building repairs, Outsourcing        
Bookkeeper services.  Rob Moved to 
approve the 2010 budget as adjusted, 
Dan Rockas seconded, the motion past.   
 

After saying the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted-Kris Simecek 
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This is just a short note to let           
everyone know that our church now 
has a wireless  capability for Internet 
access thanks to a member of our 

church, Bruce Emrick. Whether you are in the 
Gathering Area, a Sunday School room or the      
Social Hall, you can get onto the Internet. Bruce 
was instrumental in assessing our needs to support 
the Preschool and Child Care programs and        
designing a system that involved selection,          
installation and programming a router and two     
signal extenders.  Thank you Bruce! 
 



Christ  Evangel ical  Lutheran Church 

Phone: (440) 933-6263 
Email: celc@centurytel.net
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We’re on the web! 
www.celcal.org 
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32747 Lake Road 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Lynn R. Schlessman, Pastor 
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director 
Kathy Greene, Secretary 
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Sign up to receive the monthly newsletter via email. Just email Kathy 
Greene, Church Secretary, at celc@centurytel.net, to add your name to 

the list. You will help reduce the cost of copying and postage,              
(we mailed 110 October newsletters @ .44 per copy),                                   

in addition to saving our earth by reducing paper usage and                                      
ink toner cartridges. 
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