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    Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church Welcomes 
our newest members� 
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See page 2 to meet our new members and read about 
the New Member Reception. 
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PASTOR SCHLESSMAN IS ON 
SABBATICAL AND WILL RETURN 
DECEMBER 1. 
 

 

 
 

Meet the newest members  
of Christ Lutheran! 

 
Richard & Natalie Drake lived in Texas for 
three years before moving here. They met 
while attending medical school and they     
practice at the Cleveland Clinic. He is a GYN 
Oncologist, and she is a General OB GYN 
physician. They really enjoy college football 
games. Being doctors doesn’t leave much 
spare time so they cherish the time they do 
have to spend with their children, 4 year old 
Evelyn and 3 year old Charlie.  The family  
enjoys playing together, riding bikes and going 
to the zoo. Natalie appreciates the teachings 
and philosophies of the Lutheran faith so they 
came to Christ Lutheran Church and are       
enjoying their time here. 
 
Brad & Erin Erdman live in North Ridgeville. 
Brad is going back to college to finish his    
degree in Public Administration. Right now he 
is   working as manager of a family business.  
Erin received a degree from BGSU in        
Marketing. She works part-time with Tat 
Marko where Brad works. Her family owns the 
Rae-Ann Nursing Home, specializing in       
assisted living and skilled nursing care. She 
enjoys cooking, baking and anything outside. 
They both enjoy spending time with their 2 
year old son, Grant. In the summer they spend 
time with his sister and brother-in-law at the 
The Old River Yacht Club in Cleveland. They 
all love to spend time with family. 
 
Christopher & Joanne Gedeon grew up in     
Amherst and graduated from Marian L. Steele 
High School. Chris has a degree in Micro       

Biology from Ohio University and has returned 
to college to get a degree in Business. He is 
now working as a scientist for “Copernivs”.  
Joanne has a degree from the University  of 
Toledo and a Master’s degree from Cleveland 
State.  She is currently a Special Education 
Teacher with the Cleveland Public Schools at 
the Junior High level.  They both enjoy      
traveling, being with family and friends,          
studying together, learning new things,       
cooking and gardening. They have lived in 
Avon Lake for ten years and have  visited here 
for awhile.  They appreciate the friendship and 
welcome they have received and want to be a 
part of Christ Lutheran. 
 
Mark & Anita Principe lived in Fairview Park 
before they moved to Avon.  Mark received his 
Bachelor of Science from Baldwin Wallace. 
Anita graduated from Cosmetology School. 
She is working at Vizions Solutions. Their son, 
Sam, celebrated his third birthday last week. 
Mark enjoys lifting weights, he and Anita like 
to go antiquing and gardening, and of course 
they love going any place a 3 year old loves to 
go, parks, trains (they participated in the 
“Tommy Train Ride” in the Cuyahoga Valley). 
Same also loves the zoo and visiting garage 
sales.  He really does! 
 
We welcome all of you to our church family 
and we look forward to the fellowship that we 
will share together in Christ. 
 
You will find new members addresses and 
phone numbers in the 2009 Church Directory. 
 
     Submitted by Marilyn Pressnell 

 
 

PAGE 2 

����������	
�������
�������	������
����
��������
��������
��������

�	�����������	�������
����������
���������
��� ��



#$� 
%
� �  
 !  � �  " �  � 



 

From the Constitution Committee: 
2009 Revised Constitution 

Executive Summary 
 

A special meeting of the Congregation will be held 
on October 18, 2009, 9:00 a.m. at Christ Lutheran, to 
vote on acceptance of the revised Constitution.  For 
those who have not yet reviewed the proposed      
revision of the Constitution, copies are available at 
Church.  An executive  summary and discussion of 
some of the changes follows: 
 

Purpose:  The Purpose of the new Constitution is to 
(i) bring Christ Lutheran’s Constitution into        
compliance with Synod guidelines (2007 ELCA 
Model Constitution); (ii) improve the clarity of the 
document; (iii) eliminate inconsistencies of the     
previous document; (iv) to simplify procedures and 
bylaws and; (v) to improve the Church Council 
framework allowing the Council to focus on mission 
and vision 
 

Officers of the Congregation & Congregation 
Council:  Under the revised Constitution, the     
Congregation Council will consist of 7 members (11 
members in the 1993 Constitution), the President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Property    
Chairperson, Finance Chairperson and Pastor.  Other 
Committee Chairpersons will no longer be included 
on Council but will continue to chair their respective 
committees and report on a regular basis to the    
Congregation Council. 
 

The purpose of these changes is to free the council to 
be focused on the overall vision and mission of the 
congregation.  With less management responsibilities 
the council can spend more time in prayer and study, 
seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit in setting the 
direction for the congregation. With a reduction of 
the size of the council each member can be more  
involved in discussion and in responsibility.   
 

Revised Committees:  In addition to the elected   
officers of the Congregation, 3 Committee Chairs 
will be elected positions.  Please note that the total 
number of committees has been reduced to  
 

  -  Education and Youth Ministry Chair – formerly 
Christian Education 

  -  Outreach Ministry Chair – formerly Social   
Ministry and Evangelism  

  -  Congregational Life Ministry Chair – formerly    
Fellowship and Worship & Music  

 

These Committee Chairs, along with the Property 
and Finance Chairs will be expected to recruit a 
Committee to support their respective activities. 
 

The Endowment Committee (per the Endowment 
Trust dated January 26, 1986), Preschool Board and 
Call Committee (when necessary) will continue to 
be elected and function as under the 1993           
Constitution. 
 

In addition, the following Appointed Committees 
will continue to oversee the same functions as     
under the 1993 Constitution:  Audit, Nominating, 
Memorial, Stewardship and Personnel (previously 
Staff Support).  In each case, certain clarifications 
and improvements were made to the Constitution 
and Bylaws to address errors or inconsistencies in 
the 1993 Constitution.  Please see the Revised    
Constitution for specific language. 
   

Please contact any member of the Constitution 
Committee with questions. 
 
    Eric Klenz   Chuck Heindrichs   Joanne Polacok 
 
   
 
 

 

 
 

For three Sundays, October 4, 11, and 18, 
the 3rd     graders and their parents will meet 
at 9:15 a.m. in the Social Hall. Paul Culler 
will be leading a class for you to walk 
through the Bible together. On Sunday,       
October 18, the following children will be 
presented with God’s Word at the 10:30 a.m. 
worship: 

Sarah Hallgren 
Caroline Jantz 
Aidan Jantz 

Lauren Skaggs 
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Change of Church Directory Info. 

 

Karen Lecorchick  -   new email 
klecorchick@loraincounty.us 

 
Robert Ekleberry  - email  

Roberta.Ekleberry.irdx@statefarm.com 
 

Ruth Weiland  -  new address 
Arden Court 

28400 Center Ridge Road 
Westlake, OH  44145 

 

 Scrapbooking  
 
Never scrapbooked before? No 
problem. We will help you get 
started. We know many of you       

scrapbook and we want you to come!  If you have 
questions, or want more information, please feel 
free to contact Dell-Ann Lewis at 937-9772 or 
Chris Toy at 933-8454. We look forward to       
seeing everyone on Friday, Oct. 9 at 7:00 p.m.  

Children’s Play Group 

 

Please Pray For: 
Arline Walters    

& 
Shirley Leopold 

              (Fairview Hospital) 
 

                  Marilyn Bommer 
              (Avon Oaks  -  Broken Arm) 

 

    Christ Lutheran Play Group is a safe 
and fun place for children and parents to        
socialize with each other. Our Play 
Group, led by “Miss Sue, is open to all 
preschool aged children and their      
parents or caregivers. Older siblings are 
welcome. 
     During the school year, Play Group 
meets every Friday morning from         
10-11:30 a.m. in preschool #3          
(Mrs. Pienoski’s room).  We follow the 
preschool calendar for vacation dates. 

Lights For Christ Schedule 
 

Sunday 10/25 
 Saturday 11/21   Sunday 12/6 
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Thank you for your support of our 
church rummage sale by donating 
items, helping set up, preparing 
food, and cleaning up.  We were 

successful in raising $1,040    
which will be given to the     

Church Building Fund.  

 

O.W.L.S. BUS TRIP 
 

October 20 
Meet at church 9:45 A.M. 
Bus leaves at 10:00 A.M.  

 
To the  

Lorain County Metro-Park 
 

A visit to an Alpaca Farm  
in Vermillion 

 

A delicious lunch at Presti’s  
                              in Oberlin 

 

   Followed by a visit to the  
     Rose Garden in Lorain 

 
 

For reservations contact  
Harold or Karen Wagner  

440-949-7437 

  
 
 
 
Do you like to read and then discuss the 
book in an informal setting? If so, consider 
joining Christ Lutheran’s Book Club. We 
meet the last Sunday of the month at 7:00 
p.m. at 29 Community Drive.  
 

For October we have chosen the book         
In the Woods by Tara French. For more info 
please call Barb Rehker-Lee 933-0858 or 
Doris Gaertner 933-2337.  
 

Come READ with us! 

 

Lyd ia /Naomi  C i rc l e  i s           
continuing to collect Campbell’s 
Labels for  the Navajo           
Reservations Mission in Arizona 

that provides the Mission with their         
supplies, vehicles, and books.  Only the bar 
code insignia and educational coupon are 
needed. Labels may be put in the            
Campbell’s Labels box found in the Church 
Office.  Thank  you for your support. 

 

The Anna Circle changed their minds and 
they are selling the Entertainment 2010 
books again this year. The company we 
work with have changed the books to    
printing one book for both sides of       
Cleveland. There are many added in this 
year's book. There are bonus cards attached 
on the front of the book for $20 for places to 
eat and about 20 pages of coupons added to 
front of book. Plus all the places to use your 
card, restaurants, hotels, car rental, Park & 
Fly, and much, much more. I think you will 
agree that this is the best Entertainment 
book ever. Plus 15 places in Avon Lake,    
including the UPS store! The books are only 
$30 this year and will pay for themselves in 
no time. Contact Any Anna Circle member 
or Doris Gaertner, Chairperson for this      
project, at  933-2337. 
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Summary of   
Council Minutes 

September 3, 2009 
 

Attendance:  Roberta Ekleberry, Bob Olds, Chuck  
Heindrichs, Russ Roth, Mike Muir, Ryan Smarsh 
Tom Ballintine, Pastor Schlessman, Dan Rockas 
Tom Reiner and Kris Simecek. Guest: Anne Paine 
 
The meeting was called to order by Tom R. at 7:00 
p.m.  Motion made by Chuck Heindrichs and     
seconded by Russ Roth to approve the Minutes 
from the August Council meeting.  Motion passed. 
 
Anne Paine made a special presentation to Council 
regarding a new committee for the church – the 
Hope & Healing Ministry.  This committee would 
help members with bereavement, grief and support 
issues; other members would include Doris      
Gaertner and Loretta Heindrichs. Motion made by 
Roberta and seconded by Tom B. to add this      
ministry as a line item to the 2010 budget and to 
reimburse Anne for the cost of 12 Stephen Ministry 
books to use in this ministry (cost is $120).        
Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Chuck Heindrichs 
Chuck reported that weekly contributions YTD are 
$4,376; the budget requires $4,795 per week.  We 
are paying our monthly building fund payment of 
$2,582.  Benevolences through August have been 
paid as follows: 
 
Benevolence Goal      Actual         % of Goal 
Mission Partner 
(Spirit of Joy) 
 
            $8,500      $6,193     72.9% 
 
General Benevolence 
   

         $32,300    $16,797     52.0%  

 
Motion made by Tom B. and seconded by Tom R. 
to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion passed. 
 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Schlessman 
The following people have been presented to 
Council to become members of the Christ        
Evangelical Lutheran Church congregation:  Mark, 
Anita and Samuel Principe; Brad, Erin and Grant 
Erdman; Richard, Natalie, Evelyn and Charlie 
Drake; and Christopher and Joanne Gedeon.      
Motion made by Tom B. and seconded by Roberta 
to accept these new members.  Motion passed. 
 
President’s Report – Tom Reiner 
The costs for the playground equipment for the 
preschool will be higher than anticipated. The 
original estimate was $3200, but it may cost $600-
$700 more.  The preschool will hold a fundraiser to 
help offset some of the costs involved.  Plans will 
be forwarded to the Zoning Board within the next 
two months.  The fence should be installed this 
fall/early winter, and the mulch and equipment in 
place next spring. 
 
Mike asked about the status of Julie Skaggs’     
daycare business.  Tom reported that Julie is     
continuing work on her state licensure.  Wireless 
internet has been installed through the church – a 
special “thank you” to Bruce Emrick for his work 
on assisting with this project by installing the 
router and extenders.  Julie has her own telephone, 
plus a phone and extension has been installed in 
our kitchen. 
 
Finance – Rob Johnson (no report) 
 
Property – Tom Ballintine (reported by Tom) 
Light fixtures were recently repaired in the office 
area, and a heater was installed in Julie Skaggs’ 
daycare office.  Chuck made a presentation to    
purchase new tables for the church using Memorial 
Fund monies. Usually, the Memorial Committee 
would meet and make a recommendation to    
Council for approval on purchases using memorial 
funds.  However, due to timing issues, Chuck 
would like to propose that Council approves the 
purchase of three new tables for our church due to 
the fact that many of our older tables are showing 
signs of damage.  The aluminum tables are made 
by Mardi Gras Tables, are 1” thick, measure 30” x 
8’, weigh 40 pounds and have a 15-year warranty.   
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Cost for each table is $255.  The color is Stone, 
with a Roman II leg style.  Motion made by Chuck 
and seconded by Pastor that Council approves the 
purchase of three tables contingent upon the     
concurrence of the Memorial Committee.  Motion 
passed. 
 

The church sign that hangs outside will need to be 
revised after the Labor Day weekend services.  
During Pastor’s sabbatical, there will be no 8:00 
a.m. service, so Tom will temporarily remove this 
service time.  Also, there are two signs that are   
displayed outside the church that say “Nursery 
School” which should say “Preschool”.  (The cost 
of these two signs will be paid for by the           
Preschool.)  Tom will check with Rinner Signs in 
Lorain about ordering these new signs.  
 

Worship & Music – Ryan Smarsh 
Duties usually performed by Pastor will be done by 
other members during Pastor’s sabbatical – these 
include locking and unlocking the doors, turning 
on the air conditioning or heating system and 
checking the microphone system.  Plans have been 
made for Reformation Sunday, All Saints Day and 
Thanksgiving Eve services.  Committee members 
will also be checking in with the visiting pastors 
during Pastor’s sabbatical. 
 

Stewardship – Mike Muir 
The “Hogs, Pigs & Pies” pig roast has been        
cancelled due to ticket sales.  A program will be 
held in the fall. 
 

Evangelism – Roberta Ekleberry 
Ada Chichester will be passing out bulletins at the 
Saturday evening services in place of Pastor 
Schlessman during his sabbatical.  The recent    
picnic held after the 8:00 a.m. service was a      
success – special thanks to Mark and Marlene 
Packer for making the meal. 
 

Christian Education – Dan Rockas 
Rally Day went well, and all Sunday School 
teacher positions have been filled. 
 

Outreach Ministry – Cathy Mohney 
(reported by Tom Reiner) 
Rally Day was a success, with nine agencies/
groups attending.  Also, the Youth and Evangelism 

committees had a table, and the nurses took blood 
pressures at Rally Day. 
 

Fellowship – Bob Olds 
Plans will be made soon for events to be held in 
November/December/January.  The Dinners for 8 
are going well. 
 

Old Business 
An item previously reported at a Council meeting 
needs clarification – it was reported that Julie 
Skaggs asked that a cabinet in the office be        
removed.  This was incorrect – she asked that the 
contents of the cabinet be removed, not the cabinet.  
She would like the cabinet to stay in the office. 
 

New Business 
A member of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in 
Westlake has approached our church to use our 
sanctuary for a wedding to be performed by their 
pastor (they want a center aisle to walk down, and 
their church has only side aisles).  Motion made by 
Pastor Schlessman and seconded by Chuck to    
allow rental of our sanctuary for a total cost of 
$250 ($200 for the church, $50 for Bill Higgins, 
Custodian) to members of other ELCA Lutheran 
churches for their use.  It was also noted that if the 
rental takes place on a Saturday, renters need to 
leave our church by 4:00 in order to allow time for 
preparation for our 5:00 service.  It was also noted 
that this would now become part of our rental     
policy.  Motion passed. 
 

The Fire Department would like the names of two 
members who could be called upon in the event a 
fire alarm goes off.  Bob Olds and Russ Roth      
volunteered to be on that list. 
 

Chuck distributed and reviewed the 2010 budget 
worksheets to be used by Council members.  This 
preliminary budget will be voted on by Council at 
the October meeting for presentation to the        
congregation at the November Congregation     
meeting. 
 

After saying the Lord’s Prayer, meeting adjourned 
at 8:55 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kris Simecek 
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Christ  Evangel ical  Lutheran Church 

Phone: (440) 933-6263 
Fax: (440) 933-4549 
Email: celc@centurytel.ne�
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We’re on the web! 
www.celcal.org 
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32747 Lake Road 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Lynn R. Schlessman, Pastor 
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director 
Kathy Greene, Secretary 
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