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2009-2010 Sunday School teachers  
 

“Let your light shine before others so they may see your  
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 

      Matthew 5:16 
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The fall worship schedule will begin on Sunday,           
September 13. Holy Communion services will be held as 
follows: 

· Saturdays at 5:00 p.m. 
· Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday School will begin at 9:15 a.m. 
   Please note the time change.   
   Students will go directly to their classes. 
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FROM THE PASTOR… 
 

 

On September 5 I begin a sabbatical.  This is 
the third sabbatical I have been granted by you, 
the people of Christ Lutheran.  It is to be a time 
of rest, refreshment, and renewal. 
 

I begin my sabbatical with a continuing       
education event at Lakeside.  The program this 
year is entitled, “Wealth Class and Values: 
American Culture Wars and the Church.”   I 
suspect that the presentations will generate 
some lively discussion. 
 

In mid-September I fly to Seattle, WA , go by 
bus from there to Lake Chelan, board a scenic 
boat ride (the only way to get there) and travel 
to Holden Village where I will be spending the 
next three weeks.  Holden Village is a kind of 
Lutheran Chatauqua, lectures, presentations, 
and worship will be available.  At the end of 
my time at Holden I will travel to Portland, OR 
to spend three days with my daughters Katie 
and Beth.  In mid-October I will return home. 
 

The next scheduled event I have planned is five 
days at The Abbey of Gethsemani  in Trappist, 
Kentucky.  This is a Trappist monastery where 
the monks live in silence.  Each week visitors 
are welcomed to join in the hours of worship 
and to live in silence. I suspect that I will be 
learning to communicate in nonverbal ways.  
During my first sabbatical I spent time at a 
monastery in North Dakota.  There was much 
conversation there.  Being silent will be a new 
experience for me. 
 

Throughout the sabbatical my intention is to 
read a number of books, to worship in other 
congregations, and to reflect on how I have 
been spending my time at work and how my 
priorities might be adjusted.  The sabbatical 
concludes on November 23. Over            
Thanksgiving Sue and I will be on vacation in 
Oregon with our daughters.  I will return to 
work on December 1. 

While I am on sabbatical if you need pastoral 
services or a visit call the church office and 
speak to either Kathy Greene or                     
Sue Schlessman and arrangements will be 
made. 
 

I am grateful to all of you for providing this 
opportunity for me and especially grateful to 
those who are filling in for me.  Brad Moore 
has agreed to make sure there is a leader each 
week for the Men’s Bible Study, Marilyn 
Culler will be teaching the Sunday evening 
confirmation class, and Tom Reiner will be 
leading the confirmation parents in their     
Sunday morning study.  Most of all I thank 
Kathy Greene and Sue Schlessman for dealing 
with all the things that need dealing with while 
I am gone. 
 

Peace be with you. 
 

Pastor Schlessman 
 

 
 

Dear People of Christ Lutheran, 
Thank you for the beautiful stole and the 

plaque (made from some very special 
wood!) which you gave me in honor of my 

35th  Anniversary of Ordination. I am   
grateful for the gift of health and for the gift 

of people to serve among that God has 
granted me.  Peace Pastor Schlessman 
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The Constitution 
 

There are two remaining Town Hall meetings  
scheduled for  September 10th at 7:00 PM and 
Sunday, September 20th at 12:00 PM after the 
church service. 
 

Accepting a new Constitution is a lengthy     
process and will involve a planned Special    
Congregational meeting on October 18th at 9:00 
AM and an acceptance agenda item during the 
Fall Congregational meeting on November 22nd 
at 9:00 AM. Depending on the outcome of those 
meetings, the draft Constitution would be sent to 
the Northeast Ohio Synod for approval. 
 

The Constitution Committee hopes that all   
members and interested persons will attend one 
of the Town Hall meetings in our effort to        
insure that all voices are heard. 

 
 

Members Begin Bereavement Ministry 
 

Congregation members Doris Gaertner, Loretta 
Heindrichs, and Anne Paine (a Lutheran       
Deaconess Association student) are starting a   
bereavement ministry for the CELC                
congregation. They are now organizing the       
program and researching materials to use as part 
of the ministry; they hope to be up and running 
sometime in September. The goal of the new 
program, which they have named the Hope and 
Healing Ministry, is to provide companionship 
and an understanding ear to those who have lost 
a loved one during the first year of that loss. 
Eventually, they hope to expand the ministry to 
include anyone dealing with grief caused by any 
stressful event in their lives. 
 
A coffee date, a home visit, or a personalized 
card in the mail can mean so much to you when 
you feel alone. If you are interested in            
companionship from this ministry, please contact 
Anne by e-mail (anne.c.paine@gmail.com) or 
phone (933-0637). 

 Daycare Business at Christ Lutheran 
 
The Church Council has agreed to rent space to 
Good Kids Childcare, a business owned and    
operated by Julie Skaggs. Initially the lounge 
and two classrooms will be occupied Monday 
through Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.  These 
spaces will be available to the church evenings 
and on weekends.  In addition to rent, Good 
Kids Childcare will make payments to the 
church to offset increases in utilities and snow 
removal. 
 

As the Church Council considered the request 
to rent space the advantages were seen to be 
more usage for the building, increased income 
for the congregation and (hopefully) more    
children    being enrolled in our preschool (our 
preschool is not an option for children enrolled 
in other daycare settings because of the need for      
transportation to and from the preschool).  
Though a few of the activities of Christ         
Lutheran will need to be relocated, the         
Gathering Area and the Conference Room 
should be able to accommodate those groups.  
Currently Julie is seeking the approvals she 
needs to license this business.  Her goal is to 
begin early this fall. 
 

�
�

�
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The preschool is still accepting new students 
for the fall. Our One Star Step Up to Quality 
rated preschool offers classes for children from 
three to five years of age and each class is 
staffed with a teacher and an assistant. 
 
Please contact Teri Pienoski, Preschool         
Administrator, at 440-933-6714 for a tour and 
more information. 
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Sing a new song to the Lord as he has done 
miraculous things. (Psalm 98:1) 

 
Attention all singers! Junior Choir begins on 
Sunday, September 13, 6-7:00 p.m. Come join 
us for a song-filled time of fun, laughter and 
singing. 

    Christ Lutheran Play Group is a safe and 
fun place for children and parents to socialize 
with each other. Our Play Group, led by 
“Miss Sue, is open to all preschool aged     
children and their parents or caregivers. Older 
siblings are welcome. 
     During the school year, Play Group meets 
every Friday morning from 10-11:30 a.m. We 
follow the preschool calendar for vacation 
dates. 
     Play Group begins on Friday, September 
11 at 10 a.m. We meet in preschool room #3 
(Mrs. Pienoski’s room).  

Senior Choir and Bell Choir 
 
     It’s time to begin singing and ringing again!  
The Senior Choir and Bell Choir will begin   
practices on Wednesday, September 9.  The 
Senior Choir practices at 8:00 p.m. and welcomes 
new singers.  The Bell Choir practices at 6:45 
p.m.  If you are interested in ringing bells, please 
talk to Sue Schlessman. 
     The Senior Choir and Bell Choir will be      
participating in a benefit concert for Community 
Resource Services (CRS) on Sunday, October 25, 
4:00 p.m., at St. Joe’s Catholic Church. The area 
churches will be participating in this event.      
Individual anthems will be sung by choirs as well 
as selections by the Mass Choir.   

Children’s Play Group 
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The annual church rummage sale 
is planned for September.  

 
* Set-up September 9 - 9 am  - 8 pm  
 

* Sale is September 10 -  9 am - 3 pm 
   & September 11  -  9 am until noon  
 

Help will be needed on all days 
 

Donations may be brought in and  
dropped off in the social hall on  

Wednesday, September 9 
 

Any questions call  
Quello Columbaro 933-2131 

 

O.W.L.S. BUS TRIP 
 

October 20 
Meet at church 9:45 A.M. 
Bus leaves at 10:00 A.M.  

 
To the  

Lorain County Metro-Park 
 

A visit to an Alpaca Farm  
in Vermillion, a delicious lunch at Presti’s  

in Oberlin, followed by a visit to the             
Rose Garden in Lorain 

 
For reservations contact  

Harold or Karen  
Wagner 440-949-7437 

Accompanist Needed! 
Avon Lake Woman’s Chorus 

 

Rehearsals on Mondays 
9:30 -  11:30 A.M.  September  -  May 

Stipend is paid 
 

Avon Lake United Church of Christ 
Electric Blvd. 

 

Contact Carol Lara (440) 258-8635 

 Scrapbooking Is Back 
After A 

 Summer Break! 
 

 
Never scrapbooked before? No problem. We will 
help you get started. We know many of you     
scrapbook and we want you to come!  If you have 
questions, or want more information, please feel 
free to contact Dell-Ann Lewis at 937-9772 or 
Chris Toy at 933-8454. We look forward to     
seeing everyone on Friday, Oct. 9 at 7:00 p.m. 
(no September mtg) 

  
 
 
 
Do you like to read and then discuss the 
book in an informal setting? If so,        
consider joining Christ Lutheran’s Book 
Club. We meet the last Sunday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. at 29 Community 
Drive.  
 

For September we have chosen the book 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. For 
more info please call Barb Rehker-Lee 
933-0858 or Doris Gaertner 933-2337.  
 

Come READ with us! 
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Summary of   
Council Minutes 
August 6, 2009 

 
 

Attendance: Tom Reiner, Roberta Ekleberry, Cathy 
Mohney, Russ Roth, Rob Johnson, Bob Olds and Chuck 
Heindrichs.                                                                                                                  
    
The meeting was called to order by Tom R. at 7:20 p.m. 
after leading the Church council in the opening prayer.  
  
 

President’s Report – Tom Reiner 
The first Town Hall meeting was held August 2 with 9    
members in attendance to discuss the proposed         
Constitution to be presented at the Special                
Congregation Meeting to be held on October 18.  The 
next meetings will be held on     August 12, September 
10 and September 20.  Council has been asked to       
encourage all members to attend one of these Town 
Hall meetings.  Many questions concerned the new    
infrastructure of the proposed council. 
 

 

Finance – Rob Johnson  
A letter was received regarding the disbursement of the 
$1000 budgeted for confirmands and campers attending 
camp this summer.  The precedent had been that $100 
would be given to each confirmand and $50 to each 
camper to help defray their expenses.  A total of $450 
was disbursed to the one confirmand and seven campers 
this year leaving a balance of $550 in the budget.  It 
was asked if this money could be divided among these 
eight children.  It was decided to stay with the        
precedent of $100 and $50 disbursement for the 2009 
year but the nature and discrepancy of reimbursement 
between confirmands and campers will be reviewed for 
future camps.  
 
 

Evangelism – Roberta Ekleberry 
There will be a picnic planned following the 5:00 p.m. 
service on August 22 hosted by the Evangelism       
Committee. 
 
 

Outreach Ministry – Cathy Mohney 
A thank you letter was read thanking the Congregation 
for their support and for the supplies donated for the 
babies.  Follow-up call are being made to the Benevo-
lence agencies for Rally Day. 
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    On behalf of Love In the Name of Christ, I 
would like to thank those of you who  disregarded 
the state of the economy and gave of your time to 
shop for the children of Lorain county for the 
Clothe-a-kid program. I know that this was a most 
difficult year with trying to find uniform clothes, 
sizes, and colors. But that didn't stop you. You all 
went above and beyond for these children 
by going to more than one store, and making sure 
they were fitted properly. Many of the parent's 
brought their children with them as they picked up 
their clothes. The smiles on the children's faces 
said it all. I would also like to thank those of you 
who purchased extra's like school supplies and 
book bags. 
 
     Thank you to Trader Joe's, Westlake, who         
donated their paper bags with handles for our   
program and thanks to my mom who told them 
about the program. 
 
     Thank you to all of you who kept Clothe-a-kid 
and Love Inc in your prayers. 44 churches clothed 
535 children. Julie also informed me that Christ 
Lutheran clothed the second highest amount of 
children. United Church of Christ in Avon Lake 
clothed 43 children and Christ Lutheran clothed 
40. I cannot thank you enough for the way you 
have blessed these children, so I ask God to bless 
you all for the Love you shared with them. Thank 
you. 
 
     October is "Respect Life" month for            
Cornerstone Among Women. Cornerstone is one 
of the benevolence groups that we support here at 
Christ Lutheran. They exist to save lives of       
preborn children, to spare the mothers the trauma 
of    abortion and share the "Good News" of Jesus 
Christ. We will have baby bottles available in 
church on October 4. We ask that you would take 
a bottle home with you and fill it with either      
currency, coins or checks and please return it back 
to the church or Doreen Hammon by November 8. 
The baby bottle blessing campaign is used to fund 
the Center's programs that help women in crisis 
pregnancy. Thank you and God Bless you.  
                                                     Doreen Hammon 
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Fellowship – Bob Olds  
Anyone planning to attend the August 21st Crushers 
baseball game must be purchased tickets from Bob no 
later than August 11th.  The cost is $12.50 per person 
with the reserved seats located in the group table area 
behind the Crushers baseball team along the 3rd base-
line.  The game will start at 7:00 p.m.  Since there is no 
line budget for kitchen supplies at this time, purchases are 
being paid under          Fellowship.    
 
Stewardship – Mike Muir 
(reported by Tom R.) 
Mike and Ed Baker have tickets to be sold for the    
Family Promise Pig Roast on Saturday, September 12    
beginning at 4:00 p.m.  Please contact them for          
additional tickets to purchase and/or sell.  Cathy had 
several ladies to volunteer to bring pies for the Pig 
Roast.  Additional volunteers are still needed. 
 

With the late arrival of Chuck and meeting quorum, it 
was moved by Rob and seconded by Cathy to approve 
the July Council meeting minutes. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Chuck Heindrichs 
Chuck distributed copies of his monthly Treasurer’s 
Report as well as a “Budget vs. Actual” budget report 
for the period of January-July 2009.  It was reported 
that we have met our benevolence goal for the Synod of 
$15,500.  Our monthly contributions have been running 
a steady $300-$350 a month below budget.  The Family 
Promise budget is about $1000 to the good with the 
generosity of the members on assistance by the Seventh 
Day Adventists who have helped with contributions, 
activities and overnight stays.  While Pastor is on     
Sabbatical, First Lutheran Church in Lorain will be on 
call for Pastoral care at a cost of $200 per month.  Rob 
moved we approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by 
Bob.  Motion passed.  Tom R took this time to thank 
Chuck for all his help with Julie and Good Kids Child 
Care. 
 
 

 
Old Business  
The Preschool needs a playground to help qualify for 
the second Step Up to Quality phase.  Their budget plus 
part of the money they qualified for under Phase I 
would be used to purchased a 40’ x 40’ x 5’ fence to 
surround the playground at a quoted cost of $2200 from 
Elyria Fence.  The follow-ons would be approximately 
$1000 set of small pieces placed onto a 6’ bed of mulch 
within the fencing.  This would be at no cost to the 
Church.   Future money for more improvements could 
come from the second phase of the Step Up to Quality 

program.  Chuck moved we approve the installation of 
the fence for the Preschool to be erected by the shed 
and the cross-walk.  Russ seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed.  Discussion was held on the placement of the 
Step Up to Quality banner as it keeps slipping on the 
wire line in its present location. This will be given to 
Property for review. 
 

With the number of visitors to the church, it was      
suggested signage be available to help direct visitors.  
This will be reviewed by the Property committee. 
 

The “Good Kids Child Care” has been busy               
redecorating the rooms under Julie Skaggs’ direction, 
with assistance from church staff and Council members. 
A 4th phone line with its own number is required for the 
Child Care which is already available on the current 
phone system.  This number would ring into the Child 
Care office, Lounge and a new extension would be 
placed in the kitchen (this phone would be moved from 
the Gathering Area where it has little use).  The       
telephone bill would be billed separately to Child Care.  
Bob moved the 4th line and the moving of the Gathering 
Area phone to the kitchen be approved, seconded by 
Rob.  Motion  carried.   For clarity, the Sunday School 
rooms were changed from numbers to letters so as to 
not conflict with the Preschool.  Chuck moved we    
allow the addition of a cable line or satellite dish be   
discreetly mounted to provide television in the lounge at 
no cost to the church.  This was seconded by Rob and 
the motion passed.  Julie requested wall space for a    
bulletin board in the hallway in the Sunday School wing 
by the Child Care rooms.  A motion was made by Russ 
and seconded by Chuck.  Motion passed.   Due to      
limited space Russ moved the 2 door cabinet in the 
Child Care office (formerly the secretary’s office by the 
library) be removed and the lack of carpeting            
underneath be addressed.  Motion was seconded by 
Bob.  Motion passed. 
 

Marilyn Culler sent an email regarding her current 
status on the counseling.  It was decided a meeting 
should be planned with Tom R, Pastor and Marilyn to 
further discuss her ministry further. 
 

The credit card has been received and used by the 
Church office in the aid of purchasing needed supplies.  
It has been working well. 
 

After saying the Lord’s Prayer, meeting adjourned at 
9:25 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Roberta Ekleberry 
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Christ  Evangel ical  Lutheran Church 

Phone: (440) 933-6263 
Fax: (440) 933-4549 
Email: celc@centurytel.ne�
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We’re on the web! 
www.celcal.org 
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32747 Lake Road 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Lynn R. Schlessman, Pastor 
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director 
Kathy Greene, Secretary 


