NEW MEMBER CLASS —STUDY ON GALATIANS

A class for those wanting to join Christ Lutheran begins on Sunday, April 6

from 6-8 p.m. with the Congregational Norms Event and will continue on April
13, 20 and 27 with a study of Paul’s letter to the Galatians. Paul was writing to
a congregation that he began but which had departed from his teachings. In this
letter Paul uses some of his sharpest language to call the Galatilans bac

ing by the gospel. During three sessions the class meets, the clasgkvith s
understand what Paul is communicating and what his words mean for our faith
and life. Please call Pastor Schlessman at 933-6263 (w) or at 934-6736 (h) if
you are interested in this class or if you have any questions about it.

Everyone is welcomel!

Youth Ministry Meeting To Be Held

All parents of children at Christ Lutheran Church as well as any mem-
ber who has an interest in youth ministry and programming are invited to come
to a meeting to discuss the current status of youth ministry. This meeting wil
be held at 9 a.m., April 13th. The focus groups we have recently held, as well
as the previous long range planning feedback that we have received, have all
made youth a top priority. A goal has been established to develop an excellent
youth ministry program which focuses on youth of all ages, as well as young
family ministry. The youth planning committee has come to the consensus
opinion after visiting other churches that have excellent youth programming,
that the best way to meet that goal would be to call a second pastor whose pri-
mary focus would be on those areas mentioned above .We would also discuss
alternative options such as an associate in ministry or a deaconess -
dependent on support.

It is imperative that if you voiced a concern regarding youth program-
ming during the focus groups or that you feel youth programming is a top pri-

! ority that you attend this meeting so we can determine the amount of
" | “concrete” support and interest in moving towards this goal.
45 %8 () o Please e-mail or contact a member of the youth planning committee -
Eric Mohney, Kendra Cristiano, Tom Reiner , Patty Knip, Grace Cheah, or
Julie Willet with your intent to be present at this meeting.
Thanks! Eric Mohney

#)
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Christ Lutheran Church that would service the containers. That is why we
Council Meeting Minutes don’t have a BFI dumpster.
March 6, 2008.
Outreach Ministry — Cathy Mohney
The gift of $60 per family for the celebration of
our 60" anniversary amounted %8,875which
Treasurer's Report — Chuck Heindrichs was given to LMM and “Friend to Friend” minis-
Chuck reported that the church is approximately tries. First Aid Kits will be updated.
$10,000 behind in contributions as compared to the
budgeted amount. Also, we need to make a pay- Christian Education — Rob Johnson
ment of $4,600 per month for the Willing Hearts  Vacation Bible School dates are June 9-13. Tammy
campaign; in February we received $1,100. Other Johnson and Chris Toy will be the directors.
costs have gone up; our gas bill amount last montf

was $4,005. If this trend continues, existing budget Stewardship — Mike Muir

amounts will need to be reviewed and possibly The need for Sunday School envelopes for the

changed. youth was raised. The need will be discussed fur-

ther and taken to the Sunday School teachers meet-

Presidents Report — Celeste Baker ing.

This year we will need to replace Celeste

(president) Tony Toy (Finance Committee) and Property Report — Mark Pierson

Beth Kral (Worship and Music). Those council New carpeting bids are still being pursued. Mark

members whose terms were up this year but have installed a light switch in the Nursery School
decided to continue in their position are Chuck Room and Office. He also thanked Tom Reiner for
Heindrichs (Treasurer) Cathy Mohney (Outreach the cabinets that were built for the gathering area.
Ministry) and Roberta Ekleberry (Evangelism).

Evangelism — Roberta Ekleberry

Pastor's Report — Lynn Schlessman A cookie/coffee event will be held sometime in
The pastor will be on vacation from Jund'20 April and a “Welcome to Summer” event is being
through July 14. planned for early June. The church picnic will be

There will be a Norms event April 6 from 6 — 8 held Sunday, July 30
p.m. (See related article)

Glenn Zimbelman, the new mission developer New Business:
from N. Ridgeville will lead an adult forum April 6 The Youth Committee will have a meeting Sunday,
at 9:15 a.m. on outreach. April 13 at 9 a.m. to discuss the youth program —

Delegates - One male and one female — are neede specifically, should we hire additional staff or have
for the Synod Assembly being held May 16 and  the parents run the programs.

17". This is a general meeting where information is
exchanged and voting is held on church issues.

Pierstorf Memorial Loan Fund
Family Promise is holding a scramble golf outing

June 7 at 10 a.m. — more details to come. Lutheran students who need financial assistance and are
Upcoming Family Promise dates are the weeks of €enrolled full time in a four-year undergraduate program
June 22, September 21 and December 28 at any accredited college or university are encouraged

to apply for this interest-free loan. Go to
www.pierstorf.org for information on the fund. The

AN Vlc_e PreS|den(;s Repo(;t_ N Tobm _R_elner application form for the 2008-09 school year may be
N inquiry was made regarding obtaining green downloaded from this website. The deadline for all ap-

recycle containers for the church parking lot. The  pjications is May 3% 2008.
parking lot could be damaged by the large truck
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// What's in a name?

Well, the other night at the
Church Council meeting it seems
that quite a bit is in a name. The question was,
“How can members of Christ Lutheran be con-
vinced to attend the next event in the Strategic
Planning Process?” | proposed we call it just what
the book says we should, “An Evening of Norms
Identification”.

Immediately | hear the response, “Nobody
knows what a norm is and nobody cares. With a
name like that this evening will be a disaster.”

| responded, “But we are going to put an
insert in the newsletter, ‘Norms: Every Church
has Them’, then people will know what a norm is
and why they are important”.

Once more | heard, “No one will read it
and no one will care! Why should anyone care
what is happening that night?”

| responded, “But this session is important,
especially that newer members of the congrega-
tion are invited to be there and tell us what they
have experienced which may not be exactly what
we old-timers think it is.”

“You should call it Myth-Busters! That is
a name that would bring the people.”
| said, “Myth-Busters sounds too hostile. We do
not want to scare people off by the name we
use.” (At this point | should add that | and a few
others present did not know that Myth-Busters is
the name of a TV show but we were soon given
that awareness.)

“If you call it norms identification it will
mean nothing to anyone.”

| would like to report that we came up
with a great name for this event April 6 from 6-8
p.m. But we did not. But we did decide that be-
ginning with desserts would be a good idea.

| hope you are hungry for dessert — and
for spending an evening talking about our life to-
gether in this congregation. It will be interesting!

Peace, Pastor Schlessman

Please read the “Norms” insert included
in this issue of The Messenger!

$%! &
Avon Senior Center collects
prescription drugs in original bottles
for the Free Clinic located in Lorain.
Cover the patient’'s name but leave pic
scription numbers visible. They musit be past
the expiration date
Call Carol Aufdenkampe at 937-6429 or
drop them off at the Senior Center on Detroit
Rd. in Avon. (the old fire station)

Reminder!!

The Seventh Annual Walk to fund the

Habitat for Humanity Lutheran Project’s next
house takes place April 19th at 9 a.m. at the
Ohio Erie Canal Metro Reservation, starting at
Morgan's Hollow. Contact your friends and get
them to give a donation for this important minis-
try. There will be 2 houses built this year, #17
and #18. If you can‘t walk, Howard & Marilyn
Pressnell will take your donations.

New Library

We invite the congregation to check out the
new library set-up. We recently added some things
to make the rooms more welcoming. It's a great
place to relax and read. Our goal is to begin a stu-
dent reading program in 2008-09.

We are asking the congregation to think of
us the next time you go through your books. We are
asking for donations of "gently used” children’s
books, tapes, CD’s, and DVD’s. All donations may
be placed in the library.

Thank you for your support!
Martha Circle, Anita Hlava - Chair

fff — The Cornerstone Among Women'’s annual
~=48d fundraising banquet is Saturday, April 12,
fi@\ 2008 at DeLuca’s Place in the Park in Lorain.
Keynote speakers are Len Howser, co-host of
the morning show on FISH 95.5, and Dan and Connie
Ambrecht. If you are interested in underwriting, hosting,
attending, or more information please contact Barb at
440-284-1010. Thank you and God'’s blessings!
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Justior Teens!

BAND EXTRAVIGANZA!

Attention all Junior High and High School Youth:
You are invited to a Christian Band Night on April
12 at 8:00 p.m. This event will be held at Bethesda
on the Bay Lutheran Church. Several high school
bandsand Christ Lutheran’s Praise Band will be
playing. Come and get acquainted with other youth
and enjoy a night filled with Christian music We
will meet at 7:30 p.m. to share rides to Bay Vil-
lage. Call (933-6263, ext. 23) or emalil
(saschless@centurytel.net) Sue Schlessman if you
are interested in joining us for this fun night of
Christian music. There is also a sign up sheet on
the hallway bulletin board.

Ready for some WET fun?

All youth and their parents are invited to a
wet and wonderful day planned at Kalahari Resort
on Sunday, April 13th. Cost is $22/child and $10
for adult chaperones (sans swimming). We will be
carpooling from Christ Lutheran following the
10:30 service that day. Permission slips and a sign
up sheet is posted on the youth board. Call Kendra
Cristiano with questions at (440) 871-4237.

Dear Friends at Christ Lutheran,

Thank you for your concern when | couldn’t
attend the 60th Anniversary event at church. |
will cherish the picture of the old church. It
brings back memories and | appreciate the
get well card signed by so many friends.
Thank you,
Gretchen Vasiloff

i

Thank You

From time to time | have
thought about how an emergency
would be handled during worship
services. The Lord knew that | had never withessed
an emergency during worship services so he ar-
ranged for a little object lesson for me and most of
those attending the celebration of Christ Lu-
theran’s 66/ Anniversary February 10, 2008.

The Bishop was there, and the church was
full when just after the reading of the gospel |
passed out! It was convenient that | was seated on
the end of the pew on the center aisle.

Jean asked Chuck Heindrichs for his help
and moments later when | came to someone was
standing next to me and asked if | thought | could
stand up, | quietly responded that | could. | was
then assisted out to the gathering area where |
could lay out straight on a pew. There were five
wonderful, devoted, caring nurses there, asking
pertinent questions, taking my pulse, blood pres-
sure and temperature. Kendra Cristiano and
Cathy Mohney were two of the nurses | recog-
nized. Karen Lecorchick and Bob Schaefer were
also there among the dozen people helping anyway
they could. Doris Gaertner retrieved my eyeglasses
and Jean’s new cookbook. Someone called the
Rescue Squad and found our coats. Everything was
quietly and efficiently handled.

| was kept overnight at Saint John’s West
Shore Hospital and during those 28 hours that |
was there, plus two doctor appointments during the
following week, every test known to modern medi-
cine was given to me. All were negative so they
concluded that | was dehydrated.

Our most sincere and deepest heartfelt
thanks to all the wonderful church family that
helped us during this very stressful episode. God
bless you all and your families.

John Stuart and Jean Duerk
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Sympathy to:

The family and friends of Dan Kolarik who died
February 10th. Dan was a former member of
Christ Lutheran before he moved to Florida.

Joe and Kendra Cristiano and family on the
death of Joe’s father, Dominic Cristano who
died March I6.

John Stuart, on the death of his brother, Edwin
“Dan” Stuart, who died on March 23.

g A daughter, Sophie Jocelyn, was born to
Dawn and Damion Crannis on March
12". The grateful grandparents are Paul and
Marilyn Culler.

New Address

CPT. Edward C. Long
HSC478 Engineer Battalion
APO AE 09393

Please note, the difference from his former addizfise
last number of the zip code. His battalion has nddweea
different location in Iraq.

EMAIL CHANGE:
Marilyn Pressnell—marniepress@centurytel.net

A heartfelt thank you to Karen Hallgren and Carrie
who are the leaders of the Junior Girl Scouts from
Ambherst, Troop #239, Ericka, Rachel, Caroline and
Madeline. They made beautiful fleece blankets to
give to the children of Genesis House. They also
gave them stuffed animals to go with the blankets.
The girls always do a community service project
yearly, around Christmas time. This project was
funded by Girl Scouts Cookie Sales.

Thank you girls for showing other children the love
of Christ in a most uncertain time in their lives and
for giving the same comfort and hope in knowing
that there are people who care about them and their
needs.

God Bless you all. Peace

Doreen Hammon

Attention all Women!!

You are invited to meet with your Lutheran sis-
tersSaturday, April 12, 2008 at 9:00 a.mat
Divinity Lutheran Church, Parma Heights.

We shall car pool but a driver (drivers) is
needed. Please check the flyer on the hall bulle-
tin board. Reservations must be made\pyil

7, 2008 Won't you join u®

Doris Klement 933-6742

The Anna Circle has Entertainment
2008books left to sell. There are still

L)
4
¥
seven months left to use it (November 1

and “The Price is Right!”

Check us out! Doris Gaertner at 933-2337 or
Marilyn Pressnell at 933-8288.

Baby Bottle Blessings

Christ Lutheran supports two crisis centers in our area:
Birthright of Lorain County and Cornerstone Among
Women. April is ourAnnual Baby Bottle Blessings
Campaign for Cornerstone Once again, baby bottles
will be available beginning April'®Bfor you to fill with
coins, dollars or a check. Please bring them back April
27". You can call Debbie Emrick at 440-933-7685 with
questions.

Cornerstone is a place that a woman can turn to
for help with decision making in a crisis pregnancy.
When she calls Cornerstone she can expect confiden-
tially and help with her immediate needs, but she will
also find caring guidance, continuing concern, and com-
fort and blessings from the staff and volunteers who
help her.

In their work as a crisis pregnancy center, Cor-
nerstone provides referrals for medical care, legal assis-
tance, professional counseling, employment services,
adoption and many other services that may be needed
by a single or married woman of any age who may have
difficulties related to her pregnancy.

See the bulletin board in the hallway for pro-
grams offered and information on Cornerstone.

- Debbie Emrick
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Lynn R. Schlessman, Pastor

Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director
Diana C. Pierson, Secretary

— Marilyn Pressnell, Editor

We're on the web!

www.celcal.org

Come Discover Jesus’ Miraculous Power!

If you love the Lord... love children... like to havenfand have
some experience working with children...

Power Lab Vacation Bible School is coming to Chidstheran Church, Monday—
Friday, June 9-13, 2008 from 9 a.m. until noon. iBtegtion forms will be in next month’s
iIssue ofThe Messenger

We've got the solution to summertime boredom faiskand adults! This is the spot
that's oozing with Bible adventure. Each day wd take part in fun Bible learning that we
can see, hear, touch, and even taste! Bible paafis¢cteam-building games, lively Bible
songs and tasty treats are just a few of the Pbalemactivities that there

are to do.
Please consider sharing your time and talentfsryear’s VBS!
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