is February 25 and it begins the season of Lent. We think of
Lent as the time of “giving things up” as we remember how nauchLord Jesus
Christ gave up for us. We turn away from sin and turn toad and find our life
in Him. Christ Lutheran children and adults will have an opputy this Lent to
give sacrificially of their money and to devote themselveséalitate on God's
Word during the 40 days of Lent.

The Sunday School children will be receiving:

" Lenten collection boxes;od’'s math doesn’t just add up, it multiplie3he
money collected from these boxes will go towards the ELCA Wdtdger
appeal. The children will put money in these boxes during the 40odldaymnt.
We will receive them as an offering during Holy Week services.

A children’s calendar filled with a scripture, prayer, oti@at idea each day
during Lent.

Stories about real people and places who have been helped through the ELCA
World Hunger Appeal, ELCA Disaster Response, and Stand with Africa.

The adults will be receiving
God’s math 40-day calendar which includes devotional passages. The calendar
will challenge us in new ways to give to the ELCA Hunger Appeal and ELCA

Disaster Response. You are invited to make a donation to World Hunger as you
use this calendar.

Bless Now, O God, the Journeg, Lenten devotional book from Luther
Seminary.

Look for the display in the Gathering Area to learn more about the ELGAIW
Hunger Appeal and the ELCA Disaster Response.

Worship services on Ash Wednesday will be held at 12:15 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Every Wednesday evening, there will be a Soup and Sandwich Supper, hosted jby
different groups, at 6 p.m. before the 7 p.m. servidentact Elsie Kral if your

group would like to host a Soup and SandwickBupper. We will be using the

Holden Evening Prayer during the evening services.
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FROM THE PASTOR... We are telling God what we need, asking for
Ten minutes - that is the amount of time Iguidance, asking for wisdom, asking for a

spend in each of the eight Nursery SchoolV&y through the complications of our lives.
Our prayers are not always answered

classes each month. This year | am. diatelv. W d pati
teaching them about the fruit of the Spirit—Imme lately. Ve need patience.

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and sel
control. (Galatians 5:22-23a)

hat is good for the three, and four and five
ear-olds might be good for all of us. As we
wait we can look around and see those things
that give us joy and give thanks to God. As
we are enduring everything with patience we
can joyfully give thanks to the Father.

Ten minutes can be an eternity when it
comes to teaching a dozen of three year
olds. Lose their attention even for a
moment and each will be wanting to tell Gjve it a try — let me know how it goes.
about a pet at home or what he got for

Christmas. | was intending to teach aboutPeace be with you.

patience. How could | fill up even a few Pastor Schlessman

minutes with a discussion of patience?

Northeastern Ohio Lutheran

| decided to tell them that while they were 2009 Epiphany
waiting, wherever they were waiting (being Daily Bible Reading

patient), that they could look around them

and see something that they liked and thaniU!ing Epiphany we are asking you to join
God for it. 1 did not know a song | could with your sisters and brothers throughout the

teach them about patience but had a gre ynod to read the books of Mark and Acts of

: : the Apostles; one chapter a day concluding
song to teach to sing thanking God.
J J J on Monday, February 23.

As | wondered about my decision linking Jan. 25 - Mark 15 Feb. 9 Acts 14
patience with thanksgiving. | turned to my Jan. 26 - Mark 16 Feb. 10 - Acts 15
morning devotions. That day | was readingJan. 27 - Acts1 Feb. 11 - Acts 16
from the first chapter of Colossians — | Jan. 28 - Acts2 Feb. 12 - Acts 17
encountered this phrase: “..and may you bgan. 29 - Acts3 Feb. 13 - Acts 18
prepared to endure everything with Jan. 30 - Acts4  Feb. 14 - Acts 19
patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Jan. 31 - Acts5 Feb. 15 - Acts 20

Father who has enabled you to share in thgep. 1 - Acts6 Feb. 16 - Acts 21
inheritance of the saints In Feb. 2 - Acts7 Feb. 17 - Acts 22
light.” (Colossians 1:11b-12) Patience andFeb. 3 - Acts8 Feb. 18 - Acts 23
giving thanks do go together. Feb. 4 - Acts9 Feb. 19 - Acts 24

Feb. 5 - Acts10 Feb. 20 - Acts 25
Many of us are needing patience these day¥eb. 6 - Acts 11 Feb. 21 - Acts 26
As jobs are lost and as savings shrink IFeb. 7 - Acts 12 Feb. 22 - Acts 27
imagine God is hearing from us constantly. Feb. 8 - Acts 13 Feb. 23 - ActsQ
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I3 Severence Hall pml‘er ind BaGk

You're invited to gather with thousands of re c°

area Christians on Fridaylarch 6 at 7:30 so

p.m. at Severence Hall fddlymnFest 2009 ol' O

It will be an evening of fellowship, faith and

song as some of the most beautiful hymns of

the church are sung. The event will be led

by theKantori andOrchestra of Valparaiso

University. Student groups from Lutheran

West and Lutheran East will also perform.

Tickets are $15 per person and may béP

purchased at Severance Hall or by callingEvery two months you and your spouse,

(216) 231-1111 or (800)686-1141. Thefriend or just you will visit the home of

event is coordinated by Building Hope in someone. You bring the appetizer, dessert or

the City to benefit urban mission and side/salad. Sometime during the course of

ministry renewal in our region. the year, you will be the host and provide
the main course and location. This can be
done at your house, park, wherever! If you

If you like to eat, visit with friends and
maybe make some new ones, this is your
portunity.

A New Bible Study: are interested or curious - Sign up at the
"r12 True Spirituality” bulletin board or call Celeste Baker at
by Chip Ingram 930-8679.

Everyone is invited to join us beginning on
Sunday, February 8th from 6 -7 p.m. in the _ o )
lounge. We will look at the 12th chapter of Kevin and Kristi Carpenter are hosting an

Romans and learn how to live as an authenti®Pen house in honor of Marla Wood and her
disciple of Jesus Christ. The goal of thisfuture husband Steve. Marla was a
series is to help us strip away the clutter ofdeaconess student at Christ Lutheran.
our lives and help us rediscover the essence dflembers of the congregation are invited to
the Christian life. The study will last come and greet Marla and meet Steve.
approximately ten weeks and will begin with Friday, February 6, 7:00-10:00 p.m. 33331
a video and follow with a discussion. There isChatham Dr. Avon Lake. If you would like,
a fee of $10 to cover the cost of the studybring a favorite spice and recipe on a 3 x 5
guide. To ensure enough study guides andard. Hope to see you there. Call Kevin or
ordered, please register by calling KendraKristi, 933-4145 if you have any questions
Cristiano at (440)871-4237 or email KendraKristi Carpenter

at jkcristiano@yahoo.com If you would like

to learn more about Chip Ingram and his | pajse gand Schedule (10:30 Worship)
teachings, go tbvingontheedge.orgLooking ; February 15, 2009 :
forward to seeing you there! i
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Christ Lutheran Nursery School
2009 Registration
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O

Nursery School in-house registrationgs
underway and church members qualify
for in-house registration. %

(e}

If you are interested in registering your
< child for 2, 3 or 4 day classes, please
% contact Mrs. Teri Pienoski, Nursety
i School Administrator, at (440) 933-6714
W or stop by the church office to pick up‘@f
i%; registration form

AT O AN AR T S NG A M L O N

20 £ £l 20 £ £ £ £ £

W
W

Please pray for...
Ken Reiber
Fairview Hospital
!
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High School Mission Trip :
(Appalachian Service Project) :

: The high school youth are planning to particidate
1 in a mission trip to the Appalachian area June
: 14 — 20. We will be doing this mission trip with

| Bay Methodist Church. Over the next sevgral

I months the kids will be organizing several

: fundraising events to raise the amount require:d to
| participate. The next planned event will bq a
I Submarine Sandwich sale for Super bowl

: Sunday. Order a submarine sandwich and picg up
I at church on Super bowl Sunday. You will belall

: ready for the festivities! Any youth interestedlin

| joining in for the mission trip please call Ejic

I Mohney. Ordeforms will be in the bulletin ot

: Sun., Jan. 2% Forms can be filled out and turnpd

I in at the church office or in the narthex after

: church up until Sat. Jan. 31 I

ST

Pastor Schlessman and Members—many
thanks for the prayers, cars, phone calls,
delicious food and visits.
You truly are our church family.
BlessingsRuth Higgins

To the carolers who came to my house and
the gift of fresh fruit. Thank you, also, to Anita
Hlava for the poinsettia in memory of my
husband, Al Rehker.
In gratitude,Phyllis Rehker

To members and friends of Christ Lutheran
thank you for your generous support of the
Giving Tree this Christmas season. Over 130
items were collected for Genesis House, a
shelter for women and children of
domestic violence.
Deborah Circle

Family Promise Thank you for the generous
support of family promise during CELC's
holiday hosting week! The Christmas gifts and
New Years Eve Party were a great success!
Also....thanks to Chuck Heindrichs, and the Muir
Family for dinner and overnights
Christmas Week out in Vermillibn
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T s ReportChuck Heindrich
S Summary of reasurer's ReportChuck Heindrichs

NS> : Year-end financial reports for 2008 were
j”'“g“ 'ég”) Council distributed. Total income for the year was

" $249,076.87 (budgeted amount had been
ManteS $269,435) and total expenses were

January 8. 2009  $257,724.02 (budgeted amount had been
! $269,645) for a net income of -$8,647.15.

The Building Fund (formerly Willing
'Hearts) balance stands at $168,800. It was
noted that our congregation was very
generous as far as benevolences are
concerned — overall, we gave $43,317!
Motion made by Rob and seconded by
Roberta to approve the Treasurer’s report.
Motion passed.

Attendance Russ Roth, Pastor Schlessman
Roberta Ekleberry, Rob Johnson, Bob Olds,
Chuck Heindrichs, Cathy Mohney,

Kris Simecek

Guest: Anita Hlava

The meeting was called to order by Vice

P'reside_nt Russ Roth at 7:00 p.m. with A\Motion made by Chuck and seconded by
discussion led by Pastor Schlessman aboyb,, 1o adopt the Medical Expense

how God is in our lives. Motion made by peimpursement Plan effective January 1,
Pastor Schlessman and seconded by Rob t9ngg 55 presented to the Council. Chuck

approve the Minutes from the D_ecemb@f 4 pased this plan on a model supplied by the
Council meeting. Motion passed.Synod_ Motion ped.

Motion made by Chuck and seconded by
Anita Hlava reported that all of the money Pastor Schlessman to permit Christ
needed to order the new choir chairs hag utheran Church to buy natural gas through
been raised. A sample of the chair selecte@ broker, Consumer Choice Marketing of
by the choir chair committee has beenNorth Ridgeville, instead of Direct Energy
ordered from the following vendor: North Services LLC. Last year, our church

American Seating Co., Inc.; P.O. Box 220,consumed approximately 10,000 ccf’s of
Ferguson, KY 42533 (tel. 877-242-4785/ natural gas at a cost of $1.19 per ccf.
www.northamericanseating.com). Once theProjected annual savings of $2,000-$2,900
sample chair has met with the approval ofcan be anticipated by purchasing gas
the choir, 24 additional chairs will be through Consumer Choice Marketing
ordered for a total cost of $2,143.93.(Greg Kerr, 440-453-9291). Motion passed.
Motion made by Chuck and seconded by

Bob that chairs for the choir loft be Motion made by Chuck and seconded by
purchased as selected by the choir chaiKris to establish a Memorial Committee that
committee. Motion pakse would develop guidelines and procedures
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for Memorial Funds given to the church.

We currently do not have any procedures in
place for memorial donations. At present,
funds are taken in and a letter is sent from
the church to the donors, thanking them for
their contributions. A letter is also sent to

the family that lists all of the donations. It

was thought that perhaps in this letter we
could list specific needs or general

categories to which the family could make

donations. Motion pakse

Chuck mentioned that contribution
statements have been mailed out to the
congregation; detailed statements are also
available by contacting Kathy in the office.

Pastor's Report ~ Pastor Schlessman

An insurance contract has been received
from Marilyn Culler’s insurance company,

and it does show that the church is now
listed as an additional insured party.
Church Mutual (the church’s insurance

company) has reviewed this document and
approves it. Marilyn is beginning her

counseling sessions at the church.

A nursery school parent has approached
Director Teri Pienoski with concerns about

the icy parking lot. In the past it has been
determined that salting our parking lot is

expensive and destructive to the lot.

Finance ~ Rob Johnson

An Audit Committee will be formed in Feb/
March to review the books for fiscal year
2008.

Property ~ Tom Ballintine (as reported by

Chuck Heindrichs)

Five new roof leaks have recently been
reported; Brad Smith Roofing has already
given us a quote for roof work to be done in
the spring (the weather prevents them from
performing any work right now).

Council Minutes Continued

They will resubmit a new quote to us which
will include these five new areas. Money
has been set aside in next year’s budget for
this repair

Stewardship ~ Mike Muir (as reported by
Chuck Heindrichs)

Mike has contacted Ruth Booher who
works for the City of Avon Lake about the
possibility of installing a new electric

church sign. Mike sent a “thank you” to all
congregation members who helped with
Family Promise during the Christmas/New
Year holiday.

Evangelism ~ Roberta Ekleberry

Letters have been sent to members who
have been inactive for two years with a
deadline to reply to the church as to
whether they want to be removed from our
church roster.

Christian Education ~ Sue Schlessman

A Family Caroling Party was held on
Dec. 21; three caroling groups were sent to
18 homes! A free will offering of $89 was
raised; this money was given to the Praise
Band. A Chili/Cheesecake Challenge, Camp
Night and Silent Auction will be held on
January 24 at 6:00 p.m. Money raised at
this event will be used by the Praise Band
to purchase needed sound equipment. Sue
will lead a Teacher Training Event on
February 8 from 11:45-12:45. Family
Bowling will be held on Sunday, February
15 or 22. A Kids’ Club will soon meet with

a theme of “Listen to Jesus”; dates will be
forthcoming for this event.

Outreach Ministry ~ Cathy Mohney
This committee will meet soon regarding
our Mission Partner.

Fellowship ~ Bob Olds
Bob’s committee will be meeting on Jan. 12
to plan future events for our church.
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New Business

Motion made by Chuck and seconded by
Roberta to approve the rental of up to two
Sunday School classrooms during the week
by LEAP (Linking Employment, Abilities
and Potential), an organization of LMM
(Lutheran Metropolitan Ministries) per the
Building Use Guidelines. Chuck explained
that LMM has six areas of service helping
persons with disabilities. LEAP is a part of
this service group of LMM. LEAP
proposes to provide services to disabled
residents of Welcome House, a non-profit
organization who owns group homes on the
Westside of Cleveland. Approximately
8-10 disabled people would be served, the
majority being seniors.

The church would provide a home base for
this group and they would utilize the Avon
Lake Senior Center across the street (the

1" $ % &
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Kid's Club: Listen to Jesus
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city is supportive of this proposal). Motion
passed.

Rob thought that we should make it clear to
our congregation members that if they want
to use the church for upcoming events, that
they complete and submit an “Application
for General Use of Church Facilities” form
as soon as possible and send it to Kathy in
the office as this form needs to be approved
by Council (an application is not required
for a church group who would like to use
the church).

Motion made by Rob and seconded by Bob
to adjourn the meeting. After saying the
Lord’s Prayer, the meeting adjourned at
8:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Kris Simecek, Secretary

(% %)*+)’
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Lynn R. Schlessman, Pastor
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director

We’'re on the web!

www.celcal.org

Registration for 2009
TuesdaysMarch 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, April 7
3:30 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.

hild's name: Birth Date:

C
Address:

Grade in school:

Known allergies or other medical concerns:

Parent’'s names: Contact phone number:

Emergency phone: Paid: Cash Check

Medical and photo information must be completed for each participant.
Forms available from Sue Schlessman or the Church Office.



