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Welcome New Members! 
 
Christ Lutheran recently welcomed the following new members on May 18th: 
Fred Kirtner, Phil Rothacker, Jeff and Deb Martin. We trust that you will read the 
following information about each one so that you can get to know them better. 
 
 
��� �  Fred Kirtner  was born and raised in the near west side of Cleve-
land. He attended Cuyahoga County College in Parma in Business Admini-
stration. He is employed as an Information Technologist (Support Tech) for 
Oswald Company, an insurance brokerage firm. He has 2 brothers and 2 
sisters. He enjoys playing on his computer -- turning videos into DVD’s 
and CD’s. He also enjoys watching old videos of  “I Love Lucy”. He really 
enjoys the Bell Choir and appreciates the friendliness of the people here at 
Christ Lutheran Church. 
 

�������� Phil Rothacker grew up in Cleveland and graduated from West Tech 
High School. Some of his first jobs were cooking and roofing. He is a 
Waste Water Operator for the city of Lorain. Phil was in a Rock Band with 
Dean Columbaro, and that’s how he met Dean’s sister, Norina. They were 
married for 9 years and they have a son, Sam, who is now 10 years of age. 
He enjoys playing music, (he’s the drummer in our Praise Band) going to 
Sam’s sport games, and exercising. 
 

��� �� �� � Jeff Martin was born in Royal Oak, MI. He graduated from Bald-
win Wallace with a degree in Business Administration, specializing in Ac-
counting. Jeff’s wife Deb (nee Christ of Christ Winery) has been a resident 
of Avon Lake for years. She graduated from Butler University where she 
majored in Social Science and Dancing. They were married in 1981 and are 
the parents of two daughters; Jessica, who will graduate this year from Mi-
ami of Ohio with a degree in Bio Chemistry. Brittany is majoring in Psy-
chology with a focus on Pre-law. Jeff is employed by National City Bank 
where he is the Manager of the Corporate Tax Department. He enjoys play-
ing golf, going to the theater and focusing on their family.   
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Christ Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting  

Summary of Minutes 
           May 1, 2008 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Chuck Heindrichs 
Our internal parking lot loan should be paid off in 
the next two months.  Our April donation for the 
Willing Hearts campaign was $1,000; our bill for 
this is $5,000 per month.  The church is still losing 
$1,000 per week.  Our CD was cashed in and de-
posited in our operating budget.  Year-to-date con-
tributions are $17,400 below where we should be.  
This downward trend cannot continue without 
budgets being reviewed and possibly revised.  This 
may be addressed at the June council meeting.  
Motion made by Mike and seconded by Tom to 
accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion passed. 
 
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Schlessman 
 Tom Reiner and Roberta Ekleberry will at-
tend the Synod Assembly on May 16 and 17.  
 Pastor John Polacok (former member, now 
a minister in Canada) will be visiting our church on 
July 19 with a group of 13 youth and 2 pastors.  
They would like to stay overnight in our church.  
This was approved. 
 
Old Business 
 Chuck Heindrichs gave us an update on the 
new carpet.  We have received two bids now; one 
is for $11,300 and one is for $11,600.  These 
quotes may fluctuate a bit, depending on the grade 
of carpeting selected.   Chuck brought several car-
pet samples to show council members.  Jim Roden 
will also be presenting several samples to the coun-
cil for their review and final selection. 
 Discussion was held regarding requesting a 
monetary donation from families attending VBS.  
At this time it was decided to not pursue this re-
quest as Council did not request any payment to-
wards the cost of VBS. 
 Cathy reported on the Outreach Committee.  
She is working to have the Health Care Task Force 
reach out more with Blood Pressure testing, etc.  It 
was noted we have a liaison with St. John West 
Shore. 

 Mike reported the Stewardship Committee 
is planning a Golf Outing on 06/07/08 for Family 
Promise.  He requested we provide him with any 
business owners who may be interested in contrib-
uting to Family Promise.  No mention would be 
given as to who provided the name of business. 
 It was decided that the following goals will 
be presented May 18 at the Congregational Meet-
ing:  
¨ Strengthen our commitment to the Junior and 

Senior High Youth by adding programming 
and personnel. 

¨ Continue with contemporary music and offer it  
 regularly. 
¨ To provide additional opportunities for service 

to people who are in need. 
¨ To attract, connect, and maintain relationships 

with small group ministries through scripture, 
fellowship, and service. 

¨ To manage pastoral changes and responsibili-
ties. 

 
The meeting ended with commendations being 
given to Celeste for her years of service and dedi-
cation to the church these past 4 years. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kris Simecek 
Interim Secretary  
 
A full copy of the minutes are posted in the main 
hallway each month for your review. 
 
 
Dear Faithful Supporters: 
 
 Cornerstone Among Women thanks every-
one for supporting the “Baby Bottle Blessing Cam-
paign”. You have contributed to keep our doors 
open and standing up for LIFE! 
 May God richly bless each of you for your 
faithfulness in giving to help the families and their 
children. The total donated was: $319.67! 
 
In Christ, 
Barb Einfalt 
Lorain Co. Development Coordinator 
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Eric Baker – Avon Lake High School will be at-
tending Ohio Wesleyan Univ. where he will major in 
Pre-Med. 
 
Brittany Berkley  – Columbia High School. She will 
attend LCCC She is unsure about her major. 
 
Stephanie Carpenter  Avon Lake H.S 
She will be going to Ohio State Univ. where she will 
major in Nursing. 
 
Greg Simecek  - Avon Lake High School. He is go-
ing to Miami University of Ohio, majoring in Me-
chanical Engineering. 
 
Steven Simecek – Avon Lake High. Steven will be 
attending Case Western Reserve in the Engineering 
Program. 
 
James Swan  - Avon Lake High.   He will be attend-
ing LCCC and taking courses that will help him to 
achieve his goal of being a Golf Course manager and 
designer. 
 
Brian Teller  – Avon Lake High 
School. He will be going to Kent Univ. to major in 
Criminal Justice. 
 

 
 

Confirmation Class of 2008 
 

 
Michael Alves - Finished Sheffield Middle School 
where his favorite subject was science. He’s not sure 
whether he will be going to Brookside High School 
or to LCCC in their Early College program.  He will 
be taking classes to help him fulfill his dream to be-
come a pilot. Michael has 1 sister, Megan, and a 
brother, Jeffrey. In his free time he enjoys playing 
video games, and being outdoors. His family enjoys 
watching movies together. He appreciates the 
friendly people at Christ Lutheran. 
Anna Cristiano is the daughter of Joe and Kendra 
and sister to Jodi, Grace, and Dominic. She attended 

Lee Burneson Middle School in Westlake where 
her favorite subject was Language Arts because “it 
was fun and easy”. She spends her free time draw-
ing or being outside riding her bike. Anna also 
thinks the people at Christ Lutheran are very nice. 
Erin Mohney – Was born in the Detroit area and 
moved to Bay Village in 1999. She particularly en-
joyed Social Studies at Bay Middle School. Her 
parents are Eric and Cathy and she has 2 sisters, 
Megan and Claire. Erin likes to play soccer and en-
joys swimming. She loves singing and takes lessons 
at The Beck Center for Arts. 
Matt Reiner – His family came to Avon Lake from 
the Los Angeles area. His parents are Tom and 
Teresa (Tremain). He likes to hang out with his 
friends at Learwood. Matt enjoys playing basketball 
and watching movies with his family. He is most 
appreciative of the friendliness at Christ Lutheran 
and how easy it was to become friends when he 
moved here from California. 
Eric Simecek – Attended Learwood School where 
he enjoyed math, football and being on the track 
team. Eric has 3 brothers: Michael,  Steven, and 
Gregory. He  loves to play outdoor sports for fun. 
He really likes everything at Christ Lutheran. 
 

Lydia / Naomi Circle 
 
 At the May 12th combined meeting of 
Lydia Circle and Naomi Circle it was voted to join 
forces and become one circle. The new ladies’ cir-
cle will be known as Lydia/Naomi Circle. The cir-
cle will meet at noon on the second Monday each 
month, September  through June. The ladies bring 
their own “brown bag” lunch and meet in the 
lounge at the church. 
 An election was held with Jean Carlson and 
Sharon Davidson serving as co-chairpersons, Ruth 
Kochenower was elected treasurer, Esther Bolden, 
secretary and Ruth Higgins, devotions leader. Doris 
Klement will continue to handle the circle’s mail. 
Duties of the previous two circles have blended into 
the new circle and will be handled by them. 
 If you have a free midday on the second 
Monday of each month and want to meet a new 
group, any ladies in the church may join this circle 
and will be welcomed at any time. 
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May 31st – Family Bike Trip  
 
Saturday at 9 a.m. we meet at the 
church, we will put all the bikes in 
a trailer, drive everyone to the 
Metro Park trail head to Independ-
ence, ride to Peninsula, have lunch 
at the Winking Lizard and then 
ride back. We are thinking it will be best for kids 
from 6th grade up to adult. It is a very long bike 
ride, about 12 miles each way, so the younger kids 
might not make it. Contact Tom Reiner or Eric 
Mohney for more details. 

 
June 7th – Cedar Point trip  

fundraiser 
 
Car Wash Saturday, from 10 a.m. -- 1 p.m. in the 
church parking lot. Kids will wash cars in return 
for a free will donation. All proceeds will be cred-
ited towards youth ticket costs. 
 

June 18th Cedar Point Youth  
and Family Trip  

 
Students going into 7th-12th grade, 6th 
grade and younger are welcome, but 
must be accompanied by a parent. We 
will meet at the church at 9 a.m., re-
turning to the church about 11 p.m. 

Expected cost is $36.25 (annual pass option 
$109.95) (Rain out date will be 6-26.) 

July 19th -  Welcome Ontario” 
CELC will be hosting and joining John Polacok’s 
youth group mission trip from Canada as they pass 
through on their way back home. They will arrive 
in Avon Lake on Friday afternoon and our youth 
will work with them on Saturday at Meadow Vistas 
facility, which is a maximum accessible housing 
facility located behind Giant Eagle in Avon Lake. 
Youth and adults will be clearing brush, setting 
fence posts, and doing yard work. The youth will 
host a cookout for the residents for lunch. This will 
give the kids a chance to become acquainted with 
the residents. The Ontario youth  will be with us 
for Sunday Worship and then they’re off to Cedar 
Point for a fun day before returning home. Be 
ready and don’t make plans for that weekend. 
About 13 kids will be joining us! 
 

July 22-26, 2009 ELCA National 
Youth Gathering 

It seems like a long time away, but planning for 
this New Orleans, LA event should be starting 
now. A strong showing from CELC would be 
great. Anyone interested is encouraged to form/join 
the Planning and Fundraising Committee. Trans-
portation and lodging details need to be worked out 
early. Fundraising efforts should start very soon as 
well. Registration begins 9/15/08 and ends 1/15/09. 
You can only register online. 
 
Go to: http://archive.elca.org/youth/ gather-
ing.html for complete details 
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During the summer months, the choirs of Christ Lutheran take a well deserved break. You are invited 
to provide special music this summer for a worship service. Solos, duets, ensembles, instruments… all 
are welcome! Call the church office at (440) 933-6263 to schedule your Sunday. 
 
June 1:  Women’s Chorus 
June 15: One time Men’s Chorus—all men are welcome to meet at 8:30 a.m. to practice for the 
  9 a.m. service. 
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Let’s pretend we are playing Jeop-
ardy. 
 
Answer: A piece of duct tape. 
 
If you have been in worship at 
Christ Lutheran during the past six 

month you know what the question is:  What is the 
first thing everyone notices as they walk into the 
worship space at Christ Lutheran? 
 
 A piece of duct tape.  Right inside the door 
- there in the middle of the center aisle it reflects 
the light.  It appeared suddenly when the worn car-
pet threatened to trip an unsuspecting worshipper. 
 Each week I look at that piece of duct tape 
– my eyes and my mind are drawn there.  I suspect 
for some members and many visitors that piece of 
duct tape says all that they need to know:  “Here is 
a church that is not managing things very well.”  It 
is an embarrassment to us all. 
 Someone tried to color the shining gray 
tape with a blue marker – it was a nice idea but it 
did not work.  In that whole room I always see that 
piece of duct tape.  More than I see the altar, more 
than I notice the stained glass windows, more than 
I see the cross I see that piece of duct tape. 
 Now lest you misunderstand I am glad for 
the person who put it there.  If someone had fallen 
and been injured it would have been terrible.  But I 
wish that our worship space did not have any flaws 
that needed covering over.  I wish the same for 
your life and mine. 
 But isnt’ it interesting how our eyes are 
drawn to the flaws.  And our minds and our hearts 
drawn to the flaws in ourselves and others.  Out of 
all the things I might focus on so often I choose to 
set my heart on the flaws. 
 The good news is that God does not. God 
sets God’s eyes and heart and mind on Christ who 
took all the flaws down into death in his dying and 
left them there.  Your flaws, mine, ours, are buried 
with Christ. 
Christ invites us to see one another in light of 
Christ’s love.  May God grant it daily. 
 
Peace be with you. 
Pastor Schlessman 
 

Please pray for: 
Barney Klement 
Sherry Ballintine 
Ed Baker 
(now all at home) 
 
 

Wedding: 
May 16, 2008 
Melissa Pressnell & Dan Ingraham 
May 31, 2008 
Nicole McVay & James Lanigan 
 
 

Baptisms: 
Elizabeth Jay, daughter of Lance & 
Kelly Meiners 
Alexander Logan, son of Bruce & 
 Debbie Emrick 
Ava Gwen and  Stephen Gregory, 
children of Gregg and Sara Manternach 

 
WELCOME CHILDREN OF GOD! 

 

 
Sympathy: To Debra and Sammi Boross in the 
death of their daughter and sister, Ashley Boross 
who passed away May 12 after a long illness. 
 
 
Dear Members of Christ Lutheran Church, 
 
 We would like to take this opportunity to ex-
press our sincere gratitude to the members of Christ 
Lutheran for there support during our recent hardship. 
On May 12th our niece, Ashley Boross, passed away 
after a long battle with cancer. Thanks to the generous 
support of the Christ Lutheran Family the burden that 
Ashley and our family endured was made lighter. 
Thank you for your prayers, your kindness, your words 
of encouragement and compassion, and for all of the 
meals that were delivered to Ashley and her family. We 
are truly blessed to be members of such a wonderful 
Church family. On behalf of Ashley's family, thank you 
so very much for everything you have done for us. 
 
Sincerely, 
Woody & Tracey Simmons 
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We’re on the web! 
www.celcal.org 

Place  
first class 

stamp 
here. 

32747 Lake Road 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Lynn R. Schlessman, Pastor 
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director 
Diana C. Pierson, Secretary 
Marilyn Pressnell, Editor 

POWER LAB IS HERE! 
June 9—13th 

9 a.m. until noon 
 

Important dates to mark on the calendar be-
fore Vacation Bible School begins: 
 
June 1: VBS training at 10:30 a.m. 
June 8: Volunteer Installation at the 
  9:00 a.m. service 
June 8: VBS Decorating and set-up 
  following the 9 a.m. service 
  ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 
Don’t forget to bring your white t-shirts the 
first day of VBS. See Tammy Johnson or 
Chris Toy if you have any questions about 
VBS! Get ready to...Come discover Jesus’ 
miraculous power! 


